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DISTRICT    OF    PENNSYLVANIA,   to  wit  : 

gfct*sr*r*r*rgfi  BE  it  remembered,  That  on  the  twen- 
J  "J  ty-fifth  day  of  January,   in  the  forty-first 

^  seal.  S  year  Q^  tjje  in(iepen(\eQCe  of  the  United 
^for^.ru-^^ States  of  America,  A.  D.  1817,  Jesse 
Torre y,  Jun.  Physician,  of  the  said  district,  hath  de- 
posited in  this  office  the  title  of  a  Book,  the  right 
whereof  he  claims  as  Author,  in  the  words  following, 
to  wit : 

11  A  Portraiture  of  Domestic  Slavery  in  (fee  United 
States:  with  reflections  on  the  practicability  of  resto- 
ring the  moral  rights  of  the  Slave,  without  impairing 
the  legal  privileges  of  the  possessor;  and  a  Project  of 
a  Colonial  Asylum  for  Free  Persons  of  Colour:  inclu- 
ding Memoirs  of  Facts  on  the  interior  Traffic  in 
Slaves,  and  on  Kidnapping,  illustrated  with  Engra- 
vings. By  Jesse  Torrey,  jun.  Physician.  Author  of 
a  Series  of  Essays  on  Morals  and  the  Diffusion  of 
Knowledge." 

In  conformity  to  the  act  of  the  congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  entitled,  ,k  An  act  lor  the  encouragement 
of  learning,  by  securing  the  copies  of  maps,  charts,  and 
hooks,  to  the  authors  and  proprietors  of  such  copies, 
dpriag  the  times  therein  mentioned."  And  also  to  the 
ret.  entitled  k'  An  act  suppiemenlary  to  an  act,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  encouragement  of  learning,  by 
oring  the  copies  of  maps,  charts,  and  books,  to  the 
;inthors  and  proprietors  of  such  copies  during  the  times 
therein  mentioned,"  and  extending  the  benefits  'hereof 
to  the  aris  of  designing,  engraving,  and  etching  histor- 
ical and  other  prints." 

D.    CALDWELL, 

Clerk  of  the  District  of  Pennsylvania. 


TO  THE  CANDID  CONSIDERATION  OP 
AMERICAN  PHILANTHROPISTS,  LEGISLA- 
TORS, AND  POSSESSORS  OF  SLAVES,  THE 
FOLLOWING  ESSAY  IS  RESPECTFULLY 
SUBMITTED,  BY  THE  AUTHOR,  WITHOUT 
OFFERING  ANY  APOLOGY  FOR  PLEADING 
THE  CAUSE  OF  AN  INJURED  AND  DESPI- 
SED RACE  OF  MEN,  EXCEPT  THE  CON- 
SCIOUSNESS OF  BEING  HIMSELF,  A  MAN, 


PRELIMINARY  REMARKS. 


PERSECUTION  and  intolerance  add 
strength  to  error.  Corrosive  irritating  epi- 
thets tend  to  defeat  the  object  of  liberal  dis- 
cussion— the  conviction  of  truth.  Nor  can 
it  produce  any  valuable  end,  for  members  of 
the  same  fraternity,  to  attack  each  other,  with 
predictions  of  the  special  curses  and  ven- 
geance of  their  common  Father.  We  shall 
choose  candor  and  reason  for  our  guides  in- 
stead of  railing  and  invective.  The  sentinels 
of  Divine  justice,  are  however  seldom  tres- 
passed upon,  without  consequent  and  appro- 
priate retribution,  in  some  shape,  and  at  some 
time  or  other.  Children  are  sometimes  un- 
avoidably sufferers  from  the  errors  of  their 
parents. 

The  Author   will  not  be  surprised  if  he 
shall  be  charged  with  presumption,  in  med- 
dling with  a  subject  which  has  already  occu- 
pied the  most  profound  reflections  of  the  most 
a   2 
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eminent  philanthropists  and  statesmen.  He 
is  sensible  that  an  attempt,  in  the  present  e- 
poch  of  moral  advancement,  to  prove  the  in- 
justice and  cruelty  of  the  African  Slave 
Trade,  is  entirely  unnecessary*  Every  tru- 
ly civilized  nation  has  already  denounced  and 
discarded  it.  But  its  effects,  whether  they 
partake  of  a  like  character  with  their  cause 
or  not,  still  exist.  Domestic  Slavery,  how- 
ever noxious  a  weed  in  a  garden  of  liberty, 
has  taken  deep  root  in  it ;—  and  men  become 
both  slave  holders  and  slaves  by  inheritance, 
without  any  exercise  of  their  own  wills,  and 
are  compelled,  (for  the  present)  to  remain  so, 
by  the  laws  of  the  land  !  And  who  shall  we 
blame  ?  Or  is  it  not  of  more  importance  to 
seek  an  antidote  to  a  dangerous  disease,  than 
to  indulge  in  execrations  against  its  authors  ? 
As  much  as  the  melancholy  condition  of  the 
slaves  is  tobe  deplored,  but  little  less  do  their 
masters  claim  the  sympathy  of  the  philan- 
thropist, who  is  capable  of  perceiving  the 
certainty  of  specific  moral  effects,  from  spe- 
cific moral  causes. 

The  Author's  chief  solicitude  is  to  con^ 
vince  the  possessors  of  slaves,  that  the  laws 
do  not  compel  them  to  be  tyrants,  (as  a  wor- 
thy gentleman  of  that  class  of  citizens  has  in- 


C   vii   3 

timated)  but  that  it  is  in  their  power,  and 
will  best  promote  their  own  and  their  poster- 
ity's interests,  both  pecuniary  and  moral,  to 
civilize  and  instruct  the  unfortunate  victims 
of  former  violence,  whose  lot  has  been  cast 
under  their  guardianship ; — to  be  patrons, 
benefactors — neighbors  to  them — -and  view 
them  and  use  them,  as  constituting  a  portion 
of  the  admirable  works  of  the  same  beneficent 
and  omnipresent  Parent,  Overseer,  and  only 
Proprietor,  of  us  all;  by,  and  in  whom}we 
all  live,  breathe}  and  have  our  being* 

Philadelphia,  Nov,  21,-1816. 


PORTRAITURE 


OF 


SLAVERY,    &c 


M 


ANY  schemes  have  been  proposed  for 
alleviating  the  miseries  and  evils  produced 
by  the  enslavement  of  the  African  race  in  the 
United  States.  Possessors  of  slaves,  as  well 
as  others,  have  investigated  the  subject  with 
great  industry  and  anxiety;  and  it  is  gene- 
rally agreed  that  something  ought  to  be  done. 
The  suggestion  of  an  infallible  remedy  is 
useless,  if  it  be  impossible  to  attain  or  apply 
it.  Exportation  to  Africa,  (the  country  to 
which  the  wisdom  of  theirCreator  has  adapted 
their  colour  and  faculties;)  separate  coloni- 
i  zationonthe  public  lands  ;  employment  on 
■;  national  canals,  roads,  Sec.  have  been  recom- 
mended. These  projects  are  most  certainly 
impracticable,    except    partially  : — because 
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their  completion  would  require  the  voluntary 
estrangement  by  its  legal  holders,  of  an  im- 
mense quantity  and  value  of  what  is  general- 
ly though  erroneously  termed  property — hu-  * 
man  liberty.  And  in  the  present  moral  and 
intellectual  condition  of  the  slaves,  the  result 
would  be  perhaps  of  doubtful  benefit. 

Without  the  most  distant  inclination  to 
aggravate  the  feelings  of  any  individual,  but 
because  "we  ought  not  to  shrink  from  the 
investigation  of  truth,  however  unpopular, 
nor  conceal  it  whatever  the  profession  of  it 
may  cost,"*  a  concise  sketch  will  be  presen- 
ted, of  the  facts  and  incidents  which  have 
prompted  this  address. 

The  first  opportunity  that  ever  occurred 
to  me,  of  viewing  a  slave  plantation,  was 
furnished  by  a  journey,  during  the  summer 
of  18 15,  from  Pittsburgh  to  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington. In  the  course  of  my  route  I  travel- 
led through  part  of  Virginia,  west  of  the 
Blue  Ridge,  by  way  of  Winchester,  and 
through  part  of  Maryland  by  way  of  Frede- 
ricktown,  on  the  east  side. 

My  first  contemplation  of  the  magnificent 
edifice,  towering  over  the  surrounding  clus- 
ters of  huts,  and  the  extensive  fields,  impres- 
sed an  idea  of  their  similarity  to  the  castles 
of  European  princes,   dukes,  lords,  barons, 

*  Governor  Miller's  message  to  the  legislature  of 
North  Carolina  in  1815. 
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&c.  with  the  cottages  of  their  tenants.  But 
a  closer  consideration  led  me  to  this  unavoid- 
able conclusion :  that  these  splendid  fabrics 
are  virtually  the  palaces  of  hereditary  abso^ 
lute  monarchs;  that  the  laborers  and  people 
over  whom  they  reign,  are  their  subjects  or 
vassals — constituting  kingdoms  in  miniature; 
with  this  difference  from  eastern  monarchies, 
that  the  king  here,  instead  of  receiving  mere- 
ly a  revenue  from  his  subjects,  has  legitimate 
power,  (if  he  is  disposed  to  avail  himself  of 
it,)  to  exercise  the  most  unlimited  and  tyran- 
nical despotism*  over  their  persons,  and  to 
extort  the  whole  of  the  products  of  their  in- 
dustry, except  what  may  be  indispensible  to 
prevent  starvation. 

It  is  not  my  intention  by  any  means,  to 
intimate  that  every  possessor  of  slaves  must 
necessarily  be  a  Nero,  but  that,  if  he  chooses 
to  be  one,  there  exists  no  earthly  political 
power  to  prevent  him.  Excess  of  power, 
like  other  unnatural  stimulants,  exerts  a  de- 
leterious and  an  intoxicating  influence  upon 
the  human  mind,  which  but  few  possess  the 
capacity  and  firmness  to  withstand.  In  tra- 
cing the  endless  catalogues  of  kings,  pre- 
sented in  history,  how  seldom  is  the  eye 
dazzled  with  transport  at  the  name  of  an  Al- 


*  "  Political  subordination,  however  hateful  to  a 
liberal  mind,  is  as  bright  as  day  when  compared  with  the 
dark  and  hopeless  bondage  of  the  Negro." 
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frcd.  There  are,  undoubtedly,  Alfreds  a- 
mong  those  numerous  realms  ;  but  as  long 
as  the  diffusion  of  the  humanizing  principles 
of  pure  religion,  and  the  auxiliary  lights  c: 
natural,  moral  and  political  philosophy,  con- 
tinues to  be  limited  to  its  present  bounda- 
ries, it  is  feared  the  number  of  Alfreds  will 
remain  comparatively  small. 

The  rod  of  a  tyrant  wielded  over  a  few,  is 
infinitelv  more  terrible,  than  when  the  num- 
ber  of  its  victims  is  great,  and  detached  over 
a  wide  extent  of  country.* 

Mr.  Jefferson,  in  his  Note  en  this  subject, 
exclaims,  "  I  tremble  for  my  country,  when 
I  reflect  that  God_*is  just ;  and  that  his  jus- 
tice cannot  sleep  forever/'     The  late  Pro- 

*  Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  been  favored 
with  the  perusal  of  a  letter  from  the  brother  of  the 
late  Governor  of.the  State  of  Delaware, -to  his  friend 
in  Philadelphia,  dated  Lewes,  November  27,  1816,  in 
which,  after  mentioning  the  arrest  of  a  banditti  of  kid- 
nappers, See.  he  relates  the  following  narrative. 

"  A  melancholy  catastrophe  has  recently  occurred 
here.  A  pilot,  who  owned  a  young  black  man,  last 
Thursday  morning,  when  in  the  hay  oft'  here,  for  some 
small  offence,  struck  him  three  or  four  times  with  a 
rope's  end  ;  his  man  observed,  "  master,  you  have 
promised  whenever  I  nm  unwilling  to  serve  you,  that 
I  might  choose  another  master,  I  now  want  to  leave 
you."  Very  well,  replied  the  master,  but  I  will  set- 
tle with  you  first,  pull  off  your  shirt,  and  signified  or 
said  he  would  beat  him  until  sun-set. .  Kis  man  repli- 
ed, I  will  die  first,  nnd  immediately  jumped  overboard 
and  drcMf-iied  himself." 
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fessor  Barton,  in  his  work  on  Botany,  while 
treating  on  the  article  of  rice  and  its  cultiva- 
tion by  uncompensated  slaves,  expresses 
a  similar  sentiment.  "  Shall  we  never  learn 
(says  he)  to  be  just  to  our  fellow  creatures? 
Shall  we  blindly  pursue  the  imaginary  ad- 
vantages of  the  moment,  and  neglect  the  still 
but  solemn  voice  of  God,  until 


Vengeance  in  the  lurid  air, 


Lifts  her  red  arm  expend  and  bare." 

Without  offering  an  opinion  ori  the  pro- 
priety of  the  expression  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  I 
must  add,  that  I  tremble  for  my  country  when 
I  reflect  that  God  is  just ',  and  that  his  justice 
is  ever  active  and  continually  executing  its 
commission  !  The  truth  of  this  may  be  easi- 
ly recognised  by  any  observer  who  has  not 
been  familiarised  to  the  constant  presence  of 
slavery,  from  infancy.  Indeed,  the  posses- 
sors of  slaves,  with  whom  I  have  conversed, 
while  travelling  through  several  slave  dis- 
tricts, frequently  acknowledged  that  they. 
*■'  have  inherited  a  curse  jrom  their  ancestors, 
and  that  it  would  be  better  for  the  country  if 
the  slaves  w ere  all  out  of  it."  Arid  -with 
respect  to  the  red  arm  of  vengeanee  exposed 
a?id  bare,  it  must  often  menace  those  neigh- 
borhoods, whence  the  citizens  frequently 
write  to  their  friends  in  the  north,  that*4  it  is 
h  time  to  leave  a  country  where  cr.c  can- 
not go  to  bed  in  the  evening  without  tV:  ap- 

B 
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prehension  of  being  massacred  before  m  or m 
ing  !"     I  have  been  assured  by  citizens  hav- 
ing personal  knowledge  of  the  fact,  that  the 
rage  of  the  slaves  is  such,  in  some  districts, 
that  patroles  and  armed  sentinels  are  employ- 
ed, to  preserve  tranquility  during  the  night. 
Four  slaves  were  executed  but  a  few  months 
since,  in  Maryland,  for  destroying  the  life  of 
their  master's  brother,   while  he  was   in  the 
act  of  inflicting  corporeal  punishment  upon 
them.     A  citizen  of  Philadelphia,  very  late- 
ly related  jto  me  the  most  shocking  heart-ren- 
ding  instance    of  ferocious   vengeance  that 
can  be  possibly  conceived.     It  very  forcibly 
exemplifies  the   infatuation  and  temerity  of 
subjecting  those,  to  whom  our  persons  must 
necessarily  be  frequently  accessible,  to  a  state 
lofthe  most   savage  moral   debasement,  and 
then  of  tampering  with  their  furious  untamed 
passions.     A  .female  slave  having  been  flog- 
ged by  her  mistress,  watched  for  an 'oppor- 
tunity to  indulge  her  resentment,  which  she 
executed  in    a  manner  too    horrible    to  des- 
cribe, and  which  it  is  not  deemed  prudent  to 
specify. 

Many  instances  have  existed,  where  slaves, 
in  a  state  of  enraged  desperation,  have  involv- 
ed their  masters  and  themselves,  of  course,  in 
mutual  destruction.  A  gentleman  of  high  re- 
tpectabiiiiy,  lately  informed  me,  that  he  per- 
bt:n;  II)  LireW  a  master  of  slaves,  who  retreated 
fvcr\  !;    i  '  frrto  an  lipn*  r  room",  the  entrance 
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into  which  was  by  a  trap-door,  and  kept  an  axe 
by  his  side  for  defence. 

Does  not  self-preservation,  as  well  as  the  ob- 
ligations of  religious  duty  and  brotherly  love, 
enjoin  the  education  and  civilization  of  our- sa- 
ble heathen  neighbors  in  our  own  dwellings, 
equally  as  imperatively  as  of  our  tawny  ones 
in  the  wilderness,  and  of  both,  on  this  side  of 
the  Atlantic,  'as  well  as  on  the  other  ?# 


,  *  The  aboriginal  Americans  have  offered  their  civil- 
i^Dtl  brethren  a  most  beautiful  and  instructive  lesson  on 
this  subject-  The  author  of  "  The  Star  in  the  West/' 
Elias  Eoudinot,  L.  L.  D  relates  the  iollowjng  fuct  -— 
From  page  232  :  — 

"  The  writer  of  these"  Sheets,  many  years  agp;  was 
one  of  the  corresponding  members  of  a  soriety  in  Scot- 
land for  promoting  the  gospel  among  the  Indians.  To 
further  the  great  work,  thpy  educated  two  young  men, 
of  very  serious  and  religious  dispositions,  and  who  were 
desirous  of  undertaking  the  mission  for  this  purpose. 
When  they  were  ordained  and  ready  to  depart,  we  wrote 
a  letter  in  the  Indian  style,  to  the  Delaware  nation,  then 
residing  on  the  north-west  of  the  Ohio,  informing  that 
we  had,  by  the  goodness  of  the  Great  Spirit,  been  favor- 
ed with  a  knowledge  of  his  will,  as  to  the  worship  he 
required  of  his  creatures,  and  the  means  he  would  bless 
to  promote  the  happiness  of  men,  both  in  this  life  and 
that  which  is  to  come.  That  thus  enjoying  so  much 
happiness  ourselves,  we  could  not  but  think  of  our  red 
brethren  in  the  wilderness,  and  wish  to  communicate 
the  glad  tidings  to  them,  that  tiny  might  be  partakers 
with  us.  We  had  therefore  sent  them  two  ministers  of 
the  gospel,  who  would  teach  them  these  great  things, 
and  earnestly  recommended  them  to  their  careful  atten- 
tion. With  proper  passports  the  missionaries  set  off, 
acd  arrived  in  safety  at  one  of  their  principal  towns. 


P.QRTRAI1URE   OF   SLAVERY. 

Willie  at  a  public  house,  in  Fredericktowu, 
tliere  came  into  the  bar-room  (on  Sunday)  a 
decently  dressed  white  man,  of  quite  a  light 
complexion,  in  company  with  one  who  was 
totally  black.  After  they  went  away,  the  land- 
lord observed  that  the  white  man  was  a  slave. 
I  asked  him,  with  some  surprise,  how  that 


8  The  chiefs  of  the  nation  were  called  together,  who 
answered  them,  that  they  would  take  it  into  considera- 
tion, and  in  the  mean  time  they  might  instruct  their  wo- 
men,  but  they   should  not   speak  to  the  men.     They 
spent  fourteen  days  in  council,  and  then  dismissed  them 
very  courteously,  with  an  answer  to  us.     This  answer 
made   great  acknowledgements   for  the  Lvor  we  had 
done  them      They  rejoiced  exceedingly  at  our  happi- 
ness in  thus  being  favored  by  the  Great  Spirit,  and  felt 
very    grateful  that  we  had  condescended  to  remember 
jur  red  brethren  in  the  wilderness.     But  they  could  not 
help  recollecting  that  we  had  a  people  among  us,  who, 
because-  they  differed  from  us  in  colour,  we  had  made 
slaves  on  and  made  them  suffer  great  hardships  and  lead 
miserable  Jivejs.     Now,  they  could  not  see  any  reason, 
if  a  people  being  black,  entitled   us  thus  to  deal   with 
i,  why  a  red  colour   should  not  equally  justify  the 
3   treatment.     They  therefore  had  determined  to 
v,'? )-;  to  see  whether  all  the  black  people   amongst   us 
were  made  thus  happy  and  joyful,  before  they  could  put 
-dence  in  our  promises  ;  for  they  thought  a  people 
.  .  >  had  suffered  so  much  and  so  long   by  our  means, 
id  be  entitled  to  our  first  attention  ;  that  therefore, 
they   had  sent  back  the  two  missionaries,  with   many 
is,  promising  that  when  they  saw  the  black  people 
•;   us   restored  to  freedom   and    happiness,   they. 
would  gladly  receive  our  missionaries.     This  is  what  in 
any  other  case,  would  be  called  close  reasoning,  and  is 
too  mollifying  a  fact  to  make  further  observations  up- 
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could  be  possible?  To  which iie  replied,  that 
he  was  a  descendant,  by  female  ancestry,  of  an 
African  slave.  He  also  stated,  that  not  for 
from  Fredericktown,  there  was  a  slave  estate, 
on  which  there  were  several  white  females  of 
as  fair  and  elegant  appearance  as  white  ladies 
in  general,  held  in  legal  bondage  as  slaves.—* 
These  facts  demonstrate  that  the  peculiar  hue, 
with  which  it  has  pleased  God  to  paint  the  sur- 
face of  the  body  of  an  African,  is  not  the  only 
circumstance  which  reconciles  to*. the  con- 
science of  the  European,  (white  man)  the  act 
of  depriving  him  of  his  liberty  and  the  fruits  of 
his  labor.  Hence  it  appears  to  be  a  melan- 
choly  truth,  that  man,  in  a  morbid  state  of  in- 
tellect, (which  I  consider  to  be  the  case  with 
every  individual,  whose  rule  of  action  is  not 
founded  upon  wisdom  and  virtue,)  voluntarily 
and  almost  invariably,  confounds  right  with 
might,  and  when  stimulated  by  avarice,  fre* 
quently  hesitates  not  to  bind  and  sell  his  wife, 
his  children,  or  his  brother !  I  have  received 
direct  information  from  a  gentleman  who  xviU 
nessed  the  fact,  that  in  one  of  the  slave  states, 
a  white  man,  having  married  one  of  his  female 
slaves,  after  she  had  borne  him  several  children, 
sold  the  whole  of  them  together  as  he  would 
a  drove  of  cattle.  A  gentleman  brought  with 
him  from  the.  southward  to  Philadelphia,  ('the 
city  of  brotherly  love,)  his  half  brother,  the  son 
of  his  father  by  a  slave,  and  attempted  to  sell 
him!  He  was  happily  prevented  from  execu- 
ting his  sacrilegious  design  bv  the  mterposi- 
3  2  4 
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tion  of  a  respectable  citizen,  who  also  procur- 
ed the  legal  restoration  of  freedom  to  the  dar- 
ker faced  brother. 

In  the  course  of  a  journey  through  Virginia, 
from  the  city  of  Washington  towards  James' 
river,  of  about  150  miles,  going  and  returning 
by  different  routes,  I  had  frequent  opportuni- 
ties of  conversing  with  the  possessors  and  over- 
seers of  slaves,  and  others,  and  of  observing 
the  general  effects  of  the  present  system  of 
slavery,  upon  the  morals  and  prospects  of  the 
white  population.  On  combining  the  facts 
which  presented  themselves,  I  was  involunta- 
rily led  to  this  deduction:  that  the  present  mode, 
with  occasional  exceptions,  of  managing  slaves, 
and  of  educating  the  successors  to  those  who 
now  hold  dominion  over  them,  musfr,  eventu- 
ally and  inevitably ,  result,  by  a  progressive  ra- 
tio, unless  reformed,  in  the  ruin  of  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  posterity  of  the  existing  proprie- 
tors of  even  the  most  extensive  slave  estates  in 
the  country  !  This  state  of  things  has,  to  a 
certain  extent,  already  commenced.  I  was 
informed  of  some  ancient  and  immensely  rich 
slave  possessions,  and  shown  some  of  the  sub- 
divided portions  of  them,  the  present  numer- 
ous heirs  of  which,  are  obliged  to  contract  in-, 
creasing  debts  annually,  in  order  to  maintain 
vie  magnificent  style  of  living,  and  the  fyabits 
of  amusement  and  sport ',  which  had  been  im- 
posed on  them  by  their  ancestors.  Suppose 
an  individual,  (who  prefers  extravagance  and 
repentance   to   prudence   and  happiness)  be- 
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comes  possessor  of  1000  slaves,  and  10,000 
acres  of  ground ;  if  he  bequeaths  his  estate 
to  ten  heirs,  they  will  receive  each  1000  acres 
of  ground  and  perhaps  125  slaves. — Pursuing 
this  ratio,  each  descendant  of  the  third  gene- 
ration will  inherit  100  acres  of  land  and  about 
25  slaves,  and  the  fourth  10  acres,  with  2  slaves. 
If  the  slaves  should  multiply  proportionably 
with  their  masters,  the  plantations  would  not ; 
for  it  is  judged  from  corresponding  informa- 
tion and  facts,  that  the  proprietors  commonly 
expend  the  whole  amount  of  their  annual  rev- 
enue, more  or  less.  The  inevitable  poverty 
and  physicar  debility,  thus  entailed  upon  the 
inheritors  of  slaves,  are  not  half  so  much  to 
be  deplored,  as  the  habits  of  indolence,  dissi- 
pation and  vice,  which,  if  not  the  uniform 
fruits  of  slavery,  are  much  promoted  and  en- 
couraged by  it.  Industry  is  essential  to  men- 
tal and  bodily  purity  and  health. 

About  eighteen  months  ago,  I  saw,  in  the 
western  part  of  the  state  of  New- York,  a  ven- 
erable old  farmer,  whose  name  is  Vaughan.— - 
He  was  in  good  health(being  nearly  ninety  years 
of  age}  and  in  possession  of  a  delightful  faFm, 
which  had  been  rescued  from  the  wilderness 
and  cultivated  by  himself  and  his  sons.  Two 
years  ago,  the  number  of  his  descendants  was 
about  378  !  the  most  of  whom  have  been,  'or 
will  be,  bred  to  some  useful  employment,  ade- 
quate to  their  subsistence.  If  he  were  in  pos- 
session of  1000  slaves,  and   10,000  acres  of 
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soil,  he  could   bequeath  them  only  26  1-3  a- 
cres  of  land  each,  and  not  3  slaves. 

On  my  return  to  the  city  of  Washington,  I 
met  with  a  most  distressing  exemplification  of 
the  dangerous  policy  of  educating  youth,  (let 
their  fortunes  be  ever,  so  abundant,)  in  luxury 
and  indolence.  I  saw  a  stranger,  from  one  of 
the  slave  states,  of  tolerable  genteel  appear- 
ance, in  the  prime  of  life,  destitute  of  proper- 
ty, and  unqualified  for  any  occupation  whatev- 
er. He  had  inherited  and  dissipated  a  consid- 
erable estate  of  land  and  slaves.  His  former 
acquaintance  and  connexions  were  of  the  most 
reputable  class.  He  appeared  to  be  literally 
a  prey  to  despair.  He  said  he  should  be  hap- 
py if  he  were  capable  of  laboring  in  any  me- 
chanical employment  whatever.  He  related 
an  anecdote  of  himself,  which  exhibits  very 
distinctly,  the  delirium  which  affluence  and 
luxurious  habits  stamp  upon  the  human  intel- 
lect when  not  fortified  by  virtue.  He  stated, 
that  at  a  period  when  he  was  totally  at  a  loss  for 
resources,  he  met  with  an  opportunity  of  en- 
gaging in  a  pursuit,  on  the  commencement  of 
which  he  received  two  hundred  dollars.  Lib- 
erality, and  hospitality  to  strangers  are  promi- 
nent and  proverbial  characteristics  of  well  bred 
possessors  of  slaves,  generally.*     So  perfect* 


*  An  inn  -keeper,  in  the  south  part  of  Virginia,  who 
hives  bis  stand,  complains  that  bii  landlord  dees  him 
mveh  harm,  l<y  inviting  nearly  all  his  respectable  com- 
pany to  the  fcslivi'.ics  of  his  own  dwelling  house. 
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ly  had  his  thoughts  been  attuned  and  associa- 
ted to  opulence  and  profusion,  that  he  forgot 
his  inverse  position  upon  the  wheel  of  fortune, 
and  immediately  commenced  free  table  and 
free  bottle;  and  his  two  hundred  dollars  dis- 
appeared entirely  in  one  month  ;-- soon  after 
which  he  suffered  severe  privations  for  want 
ot  cash  ! 

Having  sketched  an  outline  of  some  of  the 
evils,  which  the  present  state  of  slavery  neces- 
sarily produces  to  the  possessors  of  slaves,  we 
will  next  examine  its  effects  upon  the  slaves 
themselves,  and  endeavor  to  prove  that  the  pe- 
cuniary as  well  as  the  moral  interests  and  rights 
of  both  parties,  enjoin  the  expediency  of  a- 
dopting  a  different  system  of  management. 

It  has  been  urged,  in  justification  of  domes- 
tic slavery,  that  the  slave  receives  an  equiva- 
lent for  his  incessant  toil,  in  the  certainty  of 
being  provided  with  food,  clothing  and  shelter : 
— and  that  a  rigorous  discipline  is  indispensi- 
ble  to  the  preservation  of  industry,  and  for  se- 
curity against  rebellion  and  assassination.-— 
It  is  well  known,  in  almost  every  description 
of  human  labor,  that  constant  diligence  pro- 
duces more  than  a  sufficiency  of  the  necessa- 
ries of  life,  for  the  daily  consumption  of  the 
laborer.  Industry,  duly  rewarded,  and  accom- 
panied by  temperance  and  economy,  is,  with 
but  casual  exceptions,  to  every  individual 
blessed  with  health,  an  infallible  source  of 
competence  and  wealth.  As  our  all- wise  Cre- 
ator has  fitted  our  organization,  individually, 
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to  the  acquirement  of  the  means   of  subsis- 
tence, without  depending  on  the  labor  and 
generosity  of  each  other,  there  can   be  no 
doubt  but  he  designed  that  each  should  re- 
tain and  enjoy  the  products  of  his  own  hands, 
without  molestation.     It  is  certain  that  the 
labor  of  a  slave  is  of  more  value  than  the  ex- 
pense of  his  daily  personal  necessities,  or  he 
could  not  be  sold,  (notwithstinding  the  risk 
of  premature  death,)  for  400  or  900  dollars; 
It  is  a  logical  truth  therefore,  that  the  loss  of 
liberty'to  an  industrious  prudent  man,  at  the 
age  of  maturity,  (without  counting  the  irk- 
someness  cf  uncontrolled  control)  is  equal  to 
the  loss  of  a   capital  of  650  dollars  and  the 
interest  of  it  dun&g ;  nis  life  ;   which  amount, 
or  more,  he  might -obtain  by  a  voluntary  life- 
lease  of  his  labor.     Thus  if  Justice,  uncon- 
trolled by  Power  and  Law,  were  the  arbiter 
between  a  good  slave  at  the  age  of  45  years, 
and  his  master,  she  would  find  a  balance  due 
to  the  slave,  of  £1137  50. 

The  excellence  of  the  great  fundamental 
precept  of  Christianity,  "  Whatsoever  ye 
would  that  men  should  do  unto  you,  do  ye  even 
so  unto  them  "is  acknowledged  and  admired, 
(though  seldom  obeyed)  it  is  believed,  by 
every  member  of  the  human  family,  of  what- 
ever name  or  nation,  that  makes  any  preten- 
sion to  religion  or  moral  rectitude.  And  it 
most  assuredly  involves  this  precept  also, 
which  is  still  easier  to  obey,  and  cannot  be 
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dispensed  with  in  the  positive  axioms  of  nat- 
ural justice  ;— Whatsoever  ye   would    that 
men  should  not  do  unto  you,  do  ye  not  even 
so  unto  them.     Will  any  possessor  of  slaves 
or  other  individual,  voluntarily  consign  him- 
self to  hard  labor  during  life  ?  will  he  submit 
to  the  will  and  temper   of  another  man,  and 
surrrender  at  his  feet,  the  whole  of  the  pro- 
ducts of  his  toil?     No.— It  must  be  conce- 
ded then,  that   unconditional  slavery  is  con- 
trary to  the  precepts  of  religion,    moral  jus- 
tice, and   the   abstract  natural  and  political 
rights  of  man.     It  is  a  Mack,  accumulating, 
threatening  thunder-cloud,  in  our  moral  hori- 
zon, the  sudden  explosion  of  which,  might 
however  produce  dangerous  and  fatal  conse- 
quences.    I  am  hence  constrained  to  perform 
the  melancholy  task  of  recording  my  dissent 
from  the  sentiments  of  those,  ,who,  from  the 
purest  motives,  and   most  laudable   philan- 
thropy urge  the  universal,  simultaneous,  and 
unconditional  emancipation,  of  a  numerous 
people,  now    groaning   under  the    grievous 
yoke  and  goading  lash  of  brutal  unrewarded 
servitude,  in  these  United  States,  *  the  world's 
hcsthope"     Yet  I  do  not  mean    to  intimate 
that  equal  justice  should  not,  or  cannot  be 
rendered  them.     If  guided  by   discretion,. it 
may  be  administered  to  them  with  the  high- 
est advantage,  and  most  perfect  safety,  to  both 
parties.     African  servitude  might,  at  the  out- 
set, be  rendered  so  tolerable  and  reasonable. 
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that  the  present  appellation  of  slavery,  which 
sounds  so  discordant,  in  connexion  with  the 
cheering  music  of  liberty,  might  be  exchang- 
ed for  some  title,  attended  with  a  less  chilling 
and  base  note.  Let  Masters,  without  hesita- 
tion, become  Patrons,  Guardians,  Civil  Gov- 
ernors. Let  Slaves  be  converted  into  tenants 
and  indented  servants  (or  laborers)  bound, 
for  the  present,  by  the  lamentable  crisis  of 
existing  circumstances.  In  compliance  with 
the  loud  and  imperative  demands  of  justice 
and  humanity,  and  the  injunctions  of  policy 
and  self  interest,  let  their  toil  be  carefully 
and  justly  proportioned  to  their  bodily 
strength,  and  rewarded  by  a  sufficiency  of 
comfortable  nourishment,  clothing,  and  shel- 
ter. And,  particularly  in  cases  of  correct 
behaviour  and  diligence,  let  a  reasonable 
sum  be  paid,  monthly  or  annually,  to  those 
who  have  discretion  to  make  a  proper  use  of 
it,  or  allotted  and  reserved  for  the  education 
and  eventual  benefit  of  their  children.  Let 
them  be  effectually  protected  from  the  des- 
tructive ravages  of  distilled  spirits.  Let 
them  not  be  bought  and  sold  as  beasts  of  the 
Harness,  without  their  consent ;  unless  guil- 
c.f  criminal  conduct ;  and  let  this  be  deci- 
ded by  the  laws  of  the  country.  Nor  for  all 
the  stiver]  in  the  mines  of  Potosi,  let  an  ounce 
of  iron  be  rivetted  upon  their  necks,  ivrists, 
b?  ancles ;  for  he  who  fashioned  these  sec* 
f  their  bodies,  never   designed   them 
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for  such  barbarous  purposes  !  Let  the  "  re- 
sounding lash"*  and  the  savage  arts  of  tor- 
ture and  cruelty  be  laid  aside.  The  adop- 
tion of  a  discipline,  founded  on  justice  and 
reciprocal  equity,  will  render  these  unneces- 
sary. It  is  a  very  important  fact,  in  human 
nature,  that  men,  in  all  conditions,  perform 
their  duty  with  far  greater  alacrity  and  plea- 
sure, when  prompted  by  the  exhilarating  an^ 
ticipation  of  reward  and  advantage,  than  by 
coercion,  and  the  paralyzing  menace  of  pen 
alties  and  pain.f 

*  Homer. 
if  f  The  ingenious  and  benevolent  Mr.  J.  M*Leou\ 
teacher  of  a  respectable  seminary  in  the  city  of  Wash* 
ington,  has  assured  the  author,  that  he  has  extended 
the  science  of  encouraging  promptitude  in  duty  to  such 
a  degree,  that,  (by  his  permission,)  his  pupils  have  of- 
ten fiocked  to  bis  lodgings,  in  crowds,  before  the  dawn 
of  day,  emulating  each  other,  who  should  first  rouse 
him  from  his  bed,  in  order  to  proceed  upon  their  stu- 
dies. At  the  same  time,  he  did  not  permit  his  rules  to 
be  violated  with  impunity.  He  pursued  the  same  pol- 
icy with  soldiers,  while  an  officer,  formerly  a  short 
time  in  the  United  States'  army,  ami  with  the  same 
success.  While  a  private  teacher  in  a  family  in  which 
slaves  were  kept,  his  sympathy  was  so  deeply  wound- 
ed by  the  severity  of  their  punishments  for  miscon- 
duct, that  he  frequently  gave  them  a  quarter  of  a  dol- 
lar out  of  his  own  pocket,,  as  an  inducement  for  doing 
their  duty  so  as  not  to  incur  the  displeasure  of  their 
masters.  Might  not  such  a  system  of  genuine  and 
generous  republican  government  as  this,  be  adopted 
with  mutaaj  beueiU  to  both  the  people  and  their  riders^ 
on  the  slave  plantations,  universally. 
C 
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Brissott  says,. <c  Philosophy  cries,  brethren 
be  just — be  beneficent  and  you  will  prosper. 
Eternal  slavery  must  be  an  eternal  source  of 
crimes  ; — divest  it  at  least  of  the  epithet  eter- 
nal, for  anguish  that  knows  no  bounds  can  on- 
ly produce  despair.^  "  With  a  pure  heart," 
(says  Carnot,  another  French  philanthropist) 
one  is  never  unhappy.''  Let  the  possessor  of 
slaves  consult  the  oracles  of  his  own  con- 
science— the  spontaneous  counsels  of  his  own 
heart,  and  the  sublime  parable  of  Jesus 
Christ,  and  act  accordingly.  Did  not  the 
slave,  (or  his  ancestors  in  Africa,)  "  fall  a- 
mong  thieves,  which  stripped  him''''  of  liberty 
and  happiness  ; — and  are  purchasers  or  re- 
tainers of  known  stolen  property,  ( — or  lib- 
erty— )  entirely  absolved,  either  by  the  laws 
of  God  or  man,  from  a  degree  of  participa- 
tion in  the  original  transgression  ?  Let  eve- 
ry individual  then,  who  finds  a  slave  in  his 
hands,  whether  by  traffic  or  inheritance, 
(t  take  compassion  'm  him"  like  the  good  Sa- 
maritan, and  bind  up  the  old  and  painful 
wounds,  which  have  been  inflicted  on  his 
'  unalienable  rights  "  given  him  by  his  Crea- 
tor and  sole  Proprietor  ; 

■'..for  gold,  can  buy  or  sell ! 


This  philanthropic  and  sympathetic  countryman  of 
Sle.rne  aiul  of  Go!ds;nit!i,  assured  the  writer,  that  he 
had  often  drr.i  ired  it,  and  would,  gladly  and  willingly 
£}vi£e  hit  liberty,    with  J  hose  who  Arc -now  deprived 
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i    EDUCATION  OF  THE  SLAVES. 

Intellectual  and  moral  improvement  is  the 
safe  and  permanent  basis,  on  which  the  arch 
of  eventual  freedom  to  the  enslaved  Africans, 
may  be  gradually  erected.  Let  the  glorious 
work  be  commenced  by  instructing  such  of 
the  holders  and  overseers  of  slaves  and  their 
sons  and  daughters,  as  have  hitherto  been  de- 
prived of  the  blessings  of  education.  Let 
^v^ry  slave,  less  than  thirty  years  of  age,  of 
either  sex,  be  taught  the  art  of  reading,  suf- 
ficiently for  receiving  moral  and  religious  in- 
struction, from  hooks  in  the  English  Ian- 
guage.  For  this  purpose,  the  Lancasterian 
mode  of  instruction,  would  be  admirably  well 
adapted.  A  well  selected  economical  libra- 
ry of  such  books  as  are  calculated  to  incul- 
cate the  love  of  knowledge  and  virtue,  ought 
to  form  an  essential  appurtenance  to  every 
plantation. 

Governor  Miller,  in  his  message  of  1815. 
to  the  legislature  of  North  Carolina,  affirms, 
that '-"  With  knowledge  and  virtue,  the  united 
efforts  of  ignorance  and  tyranny  may  be  defi- 
ed." Governor  Nicholas,  in  his  message  of 
the  same  year,  to  the  legislature  of  Virginia, 
says,  (i  Without  intelligence,  self  governments 
our  dearest  privilege  t  cannot  be  exercised.' 


of  it,  by  devoting  for  its  purchase,  a  share  of  bis  dai- 
ly earnings. 
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President  Madison,  in  his  message  to  the 
Congress,  also  of  the  same  year,  says, 
il  Without  knowledge,  the  blessings  of  lib- 
erty cannot  be  fully  enjoyed  or  long  preser- 
ved." And  in  his  recent  valedictory  mes- 
sage, that  he  shall  read  in  the  character  of  the 
American  people,  in  their  true  devotion  to 
liberty,  and  to  the  constitution,  which  is  its 
palladium,  sure  presages  that  the  destined 
career  of  his  country  will  exhibit  a  govern- 
ment pursuing  the  j>ubMc  .  its  sole  ob- 
ject, &c.  t4  which  maintains  inviolably  the 
maxims  oi  public  faith;,  security  of  persons 
and  property,  and  encourages  in  every  au- 
thorized mode,that  general  dirThbion  of  know- 
ledge, which  guarantees  to  public  liberty  its 
permanency,  and  to  the  '^o  possess  the 
blessing,  the  true  enjoyment  of  it  ;  *&€.'* — 
Thomas  Jefferson,  in  his  inaugural  speech, 
says,  "  H  man  is  not  fit  to  govern  himself, 
how  can  it  be  expected  that  he  should  be  fit 
to  be  entrusted  with  the  government  of  oth- 
ers ?  Can  we  expect  to  find  angels  in  the 
form  of  kings  ?3>  Whether  it  be  safe  to  risk 
the  untutored  slave  with  his  liberty  or  not, 
his  situation  must  be  inconceivably  horrible, 
j.nder  the  cruel  lash  and  uncontrolled  power 
of  a  master,  who  is  destitute  of  education  or 
virtue;  whose  prompter  is  avaiice,  and 
whose  religion  is  intemperance,  and  t!ie  grat- 
ification of  the  most  ferocious  passions.  It 
is  apprehended   that    many  thousands,    I 
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thus  situated  !  And  it  is  of  but  little  avail  if 
the  master  himself  be  enlightened  and  hu- 
mane, as  long  as  he  consigns  his  people  to 
the  hands  of  a  cruel  stony-hearted  overseer. 
Let  legislators  then,  both  national  and  sec- 
tional, perform  their  duty  to  their  country, 
and  its  posterity  ; — and  to  mankind,  by  lis- 
tening to  the  wise  counsels  of  many  conspic- 
uous iiving  sages,  and  pursue  without  hesi- 
tation the  inestimable  "  parting  advice"  of 
George  Washington,  Benjamin  Rush,  Sam- 
uel Adams,  and  other  departed  friends  and 
partrons  of  man,  "  to promote,  as  objects  cf 
PRIMARY  importance >  institutions  for  the 
GENERAL  diffusion  of  knowledge ;" — and 
establish  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS  AND  LI- 
BRARIES in  every  part  of  the  republic— 
And,  as  all  men  are  vitally  interested  in  the 
universal  dissemination  of  knowledge  and 
virtue,  let  all  classes  combine  their  influence 
and  means,  in  aMing  the  cause  of  human  hap- 
piness. 

I  can  well  predict  the  alarm  that  many  will 
sound,  at  the  project  cf  introducing  letters  a- 
mong  slaves.  Some  will  imagine  that  know- 
ledge would  be  a  dangerous  instrument  in 
their  hands.  It  is  true  knowledge  disarms 
oppression.  But  those  who  have  experien- 
ced and  appreciated  its  almost  nni form  ten- 
dency, will  perceive  that  it  is  a  pacific  weap- 
on—an olive  branch — accompanied  by  mod- 
eration-justice,  and  moral  duty.  I  dacuiion 
c  2 
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has  been  calumniated  with  the  charge  of  in- 
stigating the  rebellion  and  shocking  outrages 
of  the  slaves  in  St.  Domingo.  But  the  fact 
is  precisely  the  reverse.  The  catastrophe 
was  produced  chiefly  by  the  haughtiness  and 
imprudence  of  the  white  planters  in  oppo- 
sing decrees  of  the  French  government, 
which  concerned  only  the  political  rights  of 
freemen.  In  this  civil  war,  in  which  the 
white  planters  were  arrayed  against  the  laws 
of  the  national  assembly,  and  the  planters  of 
color  in  defence  of  them,  it  is  not  surprising 
that  the  slaves  should  take  sides  with  their 
nearest  relations.  The  consequent  atrocities, 
most  unquestionably  resulted  from  the  re- 
membrance of  the  former  barbarity*  of  mas- 
ters, in 


the  dark  uncultur'd  soul, 


By  education  unrefio'd 
(Where  hissing  malice,  vices  foul, 
And  all  the  hateful  passions  prowl,) 
The  frightful  wilderness  of  mind  !" 

Selleck  Osborxe. 


*  y  Give  me  an  uninformed  brute,  said  Mirabeau,  and 

.1  soon  make   him  a  ferocious  monster.     It  was  a 

te'i  who  first  plunged  a  negro   into  a  burning  oven 

ho  dashed  out  the  brains  of  a  child  in  (he  presence 

of  its  father—who  fed    a  slave  with  his  cwn    proper 

flesh.     These  are   the   monsters  that  have  to  account 

for  the  barbarity  of  the  revolted  savage?.     Millions  of 

Africans  have  perished  on  this  soil  of  blood.     In 

dreadful  struggle  the  crimes  of  the  whites  are  yei 

mosj  tiorrlble:     They  are  the  offspring  of  despotiso  ; 
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As  mental  improvement  advances,  ven- 
geance and  crimes  recede.  That  desirable 
happ)  era,  when  the  spirit  of  peace  and  be- 
nevolence shall  pervade  all  the  nations  which 
inhabit  the  earth — when  both  national  and 
personal  slavery  shall  be  annihilated — when 
nations  and  individuals  shall  cease  to  hunt 
ar\d  destroy  each  other's  lives  and  property  ; 
when  the  science  and  implements  of  human 
preservation  and  felicity,  shall  be  substituted 
for  those  of  slaughter  and  woe;  will  com- 
mence, precisely  at  the  moment  when  the 
rays  of  useful  knowledge  and  wisdom,  shall 
have  been  extended  to  the  whole  human  fam- 
ily. By  useful  knowledge,  I  mean,  not  on- 
ly an  acquaintance  with  valuable  arts  and 
sciences,  but  also  an  understanding  of  our 
various  moral  and  religious  duties,  in  relation 
to  our  Creator,  to  our  neighbor,  and  to  our- 
selves. Bv  wisdom,  I  mean  that  kind  of 
sagacity,  which  influences  us  to  regulate  our 
passions  and  conduct,  in  conformity  to  the 
precepts  of  knowledge,  reason  and  religion. 
Until  an  approach  towards  ;  such  a  state  of 
things,  is  effected,  the  names  of  liberty  and 
security  on  this  earth,  will  differ  but  little 
from  an  ignis  Ja  tuns }  either  to  monarchs  or 


jjwhilst   those  of  the  blacks  'originate  in    the  h&trei 

slavery — the   thirst    of  vengeance." — [Speech    of  M 
Brissctt,  in  the  French  National  AJscmbty,   T& 
rrr,  1791, 
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their  vassals.  At  present,  violence  bears  u- 
niversal  and  imperial  sway  ;  and  ignorance 
is  the  magic  spell  which  sustains  its  sceptre* 
This  dense  mist,  which  enshrouds  nearly  the 
vrhole  human  race,  can  be  penetrated  and  re- 
moved, with  much  greater  certainty  and  fa- 
cility, by  the  mild  but  invincible  rays  of  in- 
tellectual light,  than  by  opposing  violence 
with  violence,  and  evil  to  evil.  The  coun- 
tryman in  iEsop's  Fables,  was  induced  to 
throw  off  his  cloak,  by  the  gentle  but  melt- 
ing rays  of  the  physical  sun,  after  the  wind 
had  exerted  its  fury  in  vain.  What  a  bound- 
less empire  of  glory  and  unalloyed  bliss, 
might  the  monarchs  and  rulers  of  the  age, 
and  all  possessors  of  power  or  wealth,  attain, 
by  causing  their  numerous  brethren  entang- 
led in  the  snares  of  ignorance,  vice  and  op- 
pression, to  be  instructed ;  and  elevating 
poor  degraded,  afflicted  human  nature,  to 
that  scale  of  dignity  in  the  creation,  which 
was  evidently  assigned  to  it,  by  the  Supreme 
Parent  of  the  universe  ! 

Slaves,  enveloped  in  the  fogs  of  brutal  ig- 
norance and  debasement,  and  exasperated  by 
Constant  severity  and  frequent  cruelty >  can- 
not fail  of  being  much  more  dangerous  neigh- 
borly and  much  less  useful  servants,  than 
they  would  be,  if  tamed  by  moral  instruction 
and  kind  treatment.  Docility  is  welll;nown 
to  be  one  of  the  peculiar  cfiaracteris:ics  : 
African  race;   and  wfalever  oppcrtuni- 
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ties  have  occurred,  they  have  indicated  a  ca- 
pacity of  receiving  instruction,  and  of  be- 
coming qualified  for  a  humane  and  moral 
government. 

ADVICE  TO  SLAVES, 

Should  these  remarks  ever  reach  the  un- 
derstanding of  the  slave  whose  yoke  is  •rivet- 
ted  upon  him,  by  the  laws  of  the  govern- 
ment '■under  which  he  lives,  if  he  will  believe 
the  writer,  to  be  his  unfeigned  compassion- 
ate friend,  let  him  accept  his  sincere  advice, 
to  submit  with  fortitude  to  his  fate,  and 
wait  with  patience  the  arrival  of  the  da}*  of 
deliverance,  which  has  already  commenced 
its  course,  and  will  assuredly  overtake  him 
or  his  posterity,  not  long  hence.  Let  him 
remember,  that  it  is  only  the  progress  of  ed- 
ucation, reason  and  the  principles  of  human- 
ity, and  a  change  of  laws,  that  can  relieve 
him  ;*and  that  the  more  he  resists  the  noose 
of  slavery,  the  closer  it  girds  itself  about  his 
neck,  even  to  suffocation.  Let  him  concili- 
ate the  good  will  and  friendship  of  his  mas- 
ter, by  reasonable  diligence,  and  Inflexible 
fidelity. 
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IMPRUDENCE  OF  PRECIPITATE 
MANUMISSIONS. 

Governor  Miller,  in  his  message,  which 
has  been  already  mentioned,  says,  "  But 
now,  thank  God,  the  human  mind  having; 
progressed  with  gradual  march  in  the  path 
of  science  and  political  philosophy,  &c.  the 
principles,  *'  that  all  men  are  by  nature  equal- 
ly free  and  independent"  &c.  have  gained 
and  are  daily  gaining  more  extensive  curren- 
cy."  ■■  duration,   which    probably  al- 

ludes to  Europe,  is  conspicuously  true,  \ 
respect  to  our  own  country.  In  several  or 
all  of  the  slave  states,  there  are  many  benev- 
olent respectable  individuals,  who  are  dissat- 
isfied with  the  practice  of  retaining  :heir  in- 
nocent fellow -men  in  bondage,  and*  have  sig- 
nified their  desire  to  release  them.*     And 


*  Several  letters  have  bee.:  Penn- 

sylvania  Society  for  Promoting  the  Abolition  of  S'a- 
v    individuals    residing    in    the  southern    and 
states,  expressing  their  desire  to  emaa- 
sir  slaves,   and  requeuing  the  Society  to  re- 
them  under  its  patronage. 
letter  from    Dr.  John    Adams,   to  the  Society, 
dated  Richmond  Hill,   Dec.  1?,  IP-;,   he   :  Mes,  that 
—  A  certain  Samuel  Guest,  deceased,  had,  by  his  will, 
directed    that   his   slaves,   amounting    to   about   300, 
should  be  emancipated,  and   his  lands  sold  for  their 
benefit;  which,  being  prohibited  by  law,  unless  they 
should  be  removed  out  of  the  boundaries  of  the  com- 
monwealth of  VirginiL%  he  requests  the  aid  of  the  so- 
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although  these  votaries  to  humanity,  are  pre- 
vented by  the  existing  laws  of  their  respec- 
tive districts,  from  accomplishing  the  full 
extent  of  their  wishes,  it  is  hoped  they  will 
not  fail  to  recognize  the  high  privilege,  which 
still  remains  in  their  hands,  of  exercising  re- 
ciprocal justice  to  their  sable  prisoners,  (no 
longer  slaves,)  and  of  educating  and  qualify- 
ing them  for   their   eventual    freedom.     In 


ciety,  and  recommends  their  transportation  to  Guinea, 

The  committee  of  the  American  Convention  for 
Promoting  the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  to  whom  this  let- 
ter  was  referred,  reported,  that  it  did  not  appear  that 
the  convention  could,  at  present,  propose  any  specific 
plan  for  accomplishing  the  benevolent  intention  of  Samu- 
el Guest.  This  is  really  a  distressing  case.  If  there 
exists  any  where,  the  power  of  affording  a  remedy  in 
such  instances  as  this,  the  omission  of  exercising  it  is, 
in  effect,  an  act  of  converting  freemen  into  slaves  M 
This  subject  demands  the  serious  attention  of  the  gov- 
ernment, and  of  every  citizen,  who,  like  Howard,  is 
"  a  patriot  of  every  clime" 

Since  the  preceding  paragraphs  were  written,  the 
flowing  statement  has  been  published  in  the  Nation 
ai  Intelligencer,  which  exhibits  an  example  of  benev- 
olence and  magnanimity,  worthy  of  imitation. 

4'  The  legislature  of  Indiana  are  now  actively  en- 
gaged in  the  organization  of  the  details  of  the  state 
government.  Much  debate  has  taken  place  on  a  pe- 
tition or  tetter  from  W.  E.  Sumner,  of  Williamson 
county,  (Tennessee,)  requesting  that  the  legislature 
may  enable  hirn  (.0  bring  into  the  state  a  number  of 
slaves,  with  the  view  which  he  expresses  in  the  fol- 
lowing words: 

"  I  have  about  40,  and  my  intention  is,  if  permitted 
l,y  the  iawe  of  Indiana,  to  bring  and  free  them,  to  pur- 
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fact,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  predict,  that  when- 
ever slaves  shall  become  qualified  by  intelli- 
gence and  moral  cultivation,  for  the  rational 
enjoyment  of  liberty,  and  the  performance  of 
the  various  relative  social  virtues  and  duties 
of  life,  the  enlightened  American  legislators 
and  depositories  of  the  rights  of  man,  will 
listen  to  the  voice  of  reason  and  justice,  and 
the  spirit  of  our  social  organization,  andj&rr- 


chase  land  for  them  and  settle  them  on  it ;  to  give  them 
provisions  for  the  first  year,  and  furnish  them  with 
tools  for  agriculture  and  domestic  manufactory,  and 
nest  spring  with  domestic  animals.  You  must  be  a- 
ware,  sir,  that  this  must  be  attended  with  no  small  ex- 
penditure of  money  and  trouble.  I  think,  that  after  a 
man  has  had  the  use  of  slaves  and  their  ancestors, 
twenty  or  thirty  years,  it  is  unjust  and  inhuman  to  set 
them  free,  unprovided  with  a  home,  &c.  Sec.  All  that 
I  have   were  raised  by  my  father  and  myself,  and  the 

sfis  about  my  age  (46\)  I  am  also  very  desirous 
to  lesve  (he  slave  states,  and  spend  my  few  remaining 

i  in  that  state  were  involuntary  slavery  is   not  ad- 

Ible  ',  and  will,  with  the  blessing  of  God,  prepare 
.  -)  (j  so  £s  soon  as  I  can  settle  my  affairs." 

"•  The  mode  in   which  this  letter   should  be  treated 

ie  subject  of  the  debate.  It  appears  to  be  agreed 
that  the  constitution  of  the  slate  forbids  a  compliance 
with  bis  request." 

The  writer  has  been     assured,  that   this  conscien- 

\  just,  and  generous  individual,  is  one  among  the 
iitfnib*  r  of  those  who  made  similar  propositions  to  the 

re,  to  the  Pennsylvania  Abolition  Society,  and 
wHb  the  like  disappointment. 
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mit  the  release  of 

the  poor  fetter'd  slave  on  bended  knee, 


From"  Columbia's  "  sons  imploring  to  be  free  ;"* 

[darwin.] 
without  expelling  him,  from  his  native  land, 
where  his  services,  as  an  industrious,  though 
free  laborer,  may  be  indispensable  to  its  cul- 
tivation.    But  under  present  circumstances,* 
I  am  not  disposed  to  question    the  policy  or 
propriety  of  suitable  laws,  for  regulating  the 
manumission  of  slaves,  with  a  view  to  their 
own  welfare  and  subsistence,  as  well  as  the 
preservation  of  the  public  peace.      Many  be- 
nevolent gentlemen  have  exercised  a  sort  of 
morbid  or  mistaken  humanity,  in  manumit- 
ting, or  turning  out  of  doors,  slaves  who  had 
devoted  the  greater  part  of  the  common  pe- 
riod of  man's  life  to  their  service,  and  who, 
being  morally  and  physically  disqualified  for 
securing  an  honest  maintenance,  have  finish- 
ed their  days  in   misery  and  woe.     A  very 
benevolent  possessor  of  slaves,  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  informed  trie  writer,  that 
he  was  principled  against  retaining  them  any 
longer  than  while  the  value   of  their  service 
amounts  to  the  cost   of  purchase  ;   and  that 
he  had  dismissed  several,  who  immediatelv 
commenced    a  career   oi   wretchedness  and 
final  destruction.      The  sentiments,  on  this 
subject,  of  "  The  American  Convention,  for 
promoting  the  Abolition  of  Slavery,   and  im- 
proving the  condition  of  the  African  race^' 

D 
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are  highly  deserving  of  consideration.  In 
their  circular,  addressed  to  the  general  Abo- 
lition Societies  in  the  United  States,  they 
make  this  declaration  :  fCWe  are  persuaded 
that  the  only  means  of  accomplishing  the  fi- 
nal and  complete  emancipation  of  this  un- 
fortunate people  throughout  our  country,  is, 
the  extension  to  them  of  the  benefits  of  mor- 
al and  intellectual  cultivation.  That  their 
redemption  from  the  thraldom  in  which 
they  now  are,  should  be  preceded  or  accom- 
panied by  such  aids,  as  will  qualify  them  to 
discharge  their  relative,  social  and  religious 
duties." 

Thus,  notwithstandig  it  is  conceded  by 
rational  advocates  of  emancipation  general- 
ly, that  slaves?  in  their  present  uncultivated 
intellectual  and  moral  condition,  "  are  better 
off  in  the  possession  of  good  masters"  than 
they  would  be  if  set  at  liberty, — a  position  al- 
wavs  assumed  by  the  defenders  of  slavery,- - 
vet  is  it  a  fallacious  pretext  for  an  indefinite 
perseverance  in  the  practice.  I  contend, 
*,nd  my  ground  is  unassailable,  that  if  eman- 
cipation were  even  unfavorableto  the  well-be- 
ing of  the  slaves,  the  true  interest  of  the  ruling 
party,  and  the  regard  which  they  ought  to 
have  for  the  welfare  of  posterity,  command 
as  speedy  a  retreat,  as  may  be  practicable, 
from  the  delusive,  unjustifiable  and  danger- 
pus  enterprize.  But  as  the  case  now  stands, 
the  most  unprincipled  blood-thirsty  oppres- 
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sor,  with  a  sufficient  quantity  of  money,  may 
make  himself  absolute  lord  and  master  over  a 
thousand  far  better  men  than  himself. 

It  would,  perhaps,  be  a  problem  worthy  of 
the  consideration  of  the  legislators  of  those 
states  in  which  slavery  is  tolerated,  whether 
their  laws  for  regulating  manumissions,  might 
not,  with  propriety,  be  so  modified,  as  to  au- 
thorise  judges,  justices  or  other  magistrates, 
to  grant  permits  for  the  emancipation  of  such 
slaves,  as  shall  be  satisfactorily  proved  to  be 
morally  and  physically  qualified  for  liberty. — 
Such  a- regulation  would  be  peculiarly  impor- 
tant to  those  humane  masters,  who  are  merci- 
ful and  just  to  their  slaves,  until  their  own 
guardianship  is  annulled  by  death  ;  and  are 
unwilling  to  risk  them  in  the  hands  of  their 
legitimate  heirs,  or  to  strangers  who  may  pur- 
chase them  at  public  auction. 

EXPOSTULATION   WITH  THE  A* 
MERICAN  REPUBLIC, 


Proud  Columbia  !  the  eyes  and  the  hopes 
of  weeping  admiring  nations  are  upon  thee  ! 
Thou  holdest  the  quivering  scales  in  which 
their  fate  is  balanced,  as  well  as  that  of  thy 
own  unborn  sons.  Let  thy  example  teach  man- 
kind how  to  be  free.  Let  the  car  of  Liberty 
be  preceded  by  the  lamp  of  education.  Let 
justice  be  thy  polar  star.  Dost  not  thou  as- 
sume a  pre-eminent  distinction  among  the 
nations,  for  magnanimity  and  honor  ?    Doth 
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any  high-minded  enlightened  nation  chain  her 
prisoners  of  war,  and  subject  them  and  their 
posterity  to  perpetual  ignorance,  and  the  op- 
pressive toil  of  involuntary  servitude  without 
reward  ?  In  thy  late  contest  with  a  powerful 
sister  state,  many  of  her  political  slaves,  who 
sought  the  lives  of  thy  sons,  and  the  conflagra- 
tion of  their  dwellings,  fell  into  thy  custody  by 
the  chances  of  war. — I  have  seen  fourteen 
hundred  of  these  at  a  singk  depot — Fourteen 
hundred  large  loaves  of  good  bread,  and  four- 
teen hundred  pounds  of  excellent  beef,  were 
daily  spread  before  them.  As  many  as  could 
meet  with  opportunities,  were  permitted  to  la- 
bor for  the  neighboring  farmers  and  manufac- 
turers, for  which  they  received  a  pecuniary  e- 
qui  vale  nt  in  monthly  ,  stipends?  Fourteen 
hundred  thousands,^ the  sons  and  daughters 
of  thy  neighbor  Africa,  breathe  and  mourn^ 
on  thy  expanded  bosom.  The  privileges  of  a 
vast  proportion  of  these  forlorn  victims  of  sor- 
row and  woe,  are  reduced  below  the  privile- 
of  the  ox,  the  horse,  the  hound,  and  vari- 
ous other  domestic  animals  ; — in  respect  to 
Mistenance,  toil,  apd  severity  of  chastisement, 
if  not  quarters  and  raiment! — As  an  aggre- 
gate people,  they,  nor  their  ancestors,  ever  dis- 


*  '*  And  man,  whose  heaven-erected  face, 

The  smiles  of  love  adorn  ; 

Man's  inhumanity  to  man, 

Makes  countless  thousands  mourn." 

Burns. 
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turbed  thy  repose,  with  fire  or  sword,  cr  the 
cannon's  deathly  roar.  They  are,  neverthe- 
less ^virtually  prisoners  of  war  :  not  by  a  war 
in  defence  of  human  life,  but  generally,  by  a 
hideous  sacrilegious  war,  waged  (among  the 
African  kings)  for  the  plunder  of  human  souls, 
human  flesh,  blood  and  bones,  to  be  exchanged 
as  articles  of  merchandize,  for  contemptible 
gewgaws,  implements  of  war,  distilled  spirits, 
tobacco,  &c.  The  booty  thus  gained  by  the 
savage  despots  and  man-hunters  of  Africa, 
had  its  assumed  sale  and  exportation  been  im- 
practicable, might  possibly  have  been  con- 
signed to  the  same  purposes  there,  as  it  is  now 
here,  (slavery,  J  or  annihilated  by  massacre  ; 
but  most  probably  would  have  been  sought 
with  much  less  avidity.  If  these  commodi- 
ties were  obtained  at  the  sacrifice  oi  justice, 
and  the  natural  rights  of  man,  upon  no  other 
terms  can  thy  laws  permit  them  to  be  indefin- 
itely retained,  by  their  present  possessors,  who 
are  the  substantial  successors  and  assigns  of 
the  original  captors. 

"  Columbia  !  Columbia  !  to  glory  arise, 
Queen  of  the  world,  and  child  of  the  skies" 

«i#  #  *  *  *  #'>! 

Let  thy  •'  heroes  heaven-born  band, 
Who  fought  and  bled  in  freedom's  cause," 
Cease  to  adore  rude  Guineas  laws. 


t  One  of  the  members  of  the  house  of  Representa- 
tives (Mr.  Adgate,}  related  to  me,  whilst  at  Wash- 
ington, the  following  fact :  "  That  during  the  last  ses- 
D2- 
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NATIONAL  RANSOM  OF  SLAVES. 


1  shall  close  this  part  of  a  subject,  which, 
indeed  "  is  almost  too  deep  and  awful  to  look 
into"*  by  declaring  my  solemn  and  decided 
conviction,  that  the  abstract  relative  princi- 
ples of  moral  and  political  justice  ;  the  sacred 
axioms  of  our  Declaration  of  Independence, 
and  of  our  Constitution,  as  well  as  sound  poli- 
cy and  prudence,  obligate  this  nation,  most 
unequivocally,  toransomf  every  human  crea- 
ture held  in  lawful  bondage  for  life,  against 
his  will,  without  accusation  of  crime  ;  at  an 
equitable  valuation  of  his  worth  to  the  posses- 
sor  under  existing  laws,  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  republic  ;  and  to  place  him  so  nearly 
in  a  state  of  personal  liberty,  and  the  enjoy- 
ment of  his  natural  and  moral  rights,  as  to  se- 
cure to  him  the  fruits  or  reward  of  his  own 


*.lon  of  congress,  (1.815-16,). as  several  members  were 
standing  in  the  street,  near  the  new  capitol,  a  drove 
of  manacled  coloured  people  were  passing  by  ;  and 
when  just  opposite,  one  of  them  elevating  his  mana- 
cles as  high  as  he  could  reach,  commenced  singing  the 
favorite  national  song,  "  Mail  Columbia  I  happy  land  " 
&c. 

*An  expression  of  the  late  sagacious  and  inflexible 
patriot,  John  Clopton,  while  a  representative  in  con- 
gress, from  the  state  of  Virginia. 

f  A  prominent  American  Statesman,  who  had  read 
the  first  edition  of  this   work,  proposes  that  the  : 
?nt  should  purchase  all  the  female  sla 
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labor,  the  benefits  of  mental  improvement,  and 
exemption  from  corporeal  laceration.  1  do 
not  consider  it  to  be  our  duty  to  grant  them 
a  participation  in  the  civil  privileges  of  citi- 
zenship,* nor  to  frustrate  the  intentions  of  na- 
ture and  destroy  their  physical  peculiarities, 
by  encouraging  sexual  alliance  between  them 
and  the  European  species  of  men  ; — but, 
they  have  an  incontestible  claim  to  the  pro- 
tection of  the  laws,  and  to  the  common  priviv 
leges  of  aliens  and  strangers,  or  at  least  of 
prisoners  of  war,  so  fa^as  is  compatible  with 
the  public  peace  and  welfare. 

It  was  a  wise  sentiment  of  the  late  Dr.  Ben- 
jamin Rush,  that  "  Nothing  can  be  politically 
right  that  is  morally  wrong  ;  and  that  none- 
cessity  can  sanctify  a  law  that  is  contrary  to 
equity."  It  is  morally  and  politically  wrong 
both,  (and  without  necessity  too,)  that  an  in- 
nocent ''feeble  and  untutored  people"  j;  should 
be  detained  by  a  powerful  and  enlightened  peo- 
ple, professing  superior  honor  and  justice,  in 
a  state  of  beastly,  unwilling,  unrequited  ser- 
vitude, and  indescribable  moral  and  physical 
degradation!  But  let  not  the  fell  stigma  be 
attached  entirely  to  the  present  retainers  of  the 


*  ft  woald  be  equally  as  absurd  to  do  fhis,as  it  would 
to  import  2,000,000  prisoners  of  war  from  Turkey  or 
China,  and  make  citizens  of  therrr. 

fWiedictcry  message  of  President  Bfadison,  alia- 
ding  to  the  red  native*  of  America. 
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slaves.  Every  citizen  of  the  republic,  entitled 
to  the  right  of  suffrage,  is  responsible  for  his 
proportionable  quota  of  the  miseries  inflicted 
on  the  defenceless  Africans,  in  our  country.. 
Human  nature  is  such,  that  a  large  proportion 
of  men,  will  improve  every  means  within  their 
reach,  for  advancing  their  fortunes,  indulged 
by  political  laws.  In  this  country  the  laws 
emanate  primitively  from  the  people.  The 
outrage  upon  the  rights  of  our  present  slave 
population  originated  in  Africa.  Our  laws 
have,  from  their  infancy,  until  recently,  sanc- 
tioned the  perpetration  of  that  outrage,  in  Af- 
rica, by  permitting  its  principles  and  products 
to  be  transferred  tor  and  adopted  in,  our 
own  country  ;  and  they  still  sanction 
their  continuance.  Laws  ought  to  be  res- 
ponsible for  their  own  operations  and 
results.  If  a  law  were  enacted  authorizing 
the  sale  of  all  the  debtors  now  in  prison  in  the 
United  States,  for  unconditional  and  perpetu- 
al servitude,  with  their  posterity,  and  they 
should  be  accordingly  sold,  it  would  be  mor- 
rally  injust,  with  respect  to  the  purchasers,  but 
not  the  slaves,  to  proclaim  an  immediate  e- 
mancipation,  without  restoring  the  purchase 
money  :  that  is,  it  would  be  unjust  not  to  re- 
store it.  Hence  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  considered  collectively  as  a  nation,  hav- 
ing confirmed  and  legalized  the  transfer,  (or 
abdication)  of  the  assumed  power  of  African 
'despots  and  banditti,  to  their  assigns  in  Amer- 
ica, and  now  holding  the  sovereignty  over  the 
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laws,  in  their  own  hands,  are  the  master  ag- 
gressors upon  the  victims  of  those  savage  ty- 
rants, and  are  bound  to  make  them  appropri- 
ate reparation.  While  justice  is  rendered  to 
the  slave,  remuneration  is  due  to  the  holder, 
for  the  loss  he  sustains  in  consequence  of  his 
prior  confidence  of  the  continuation  of  his  le- 
gal power  over  him.  It  would  be  necessary 
and  right,  probably,  until  several  successive 
rising  generations  shall  have  been  moralized 
by  education,  that  the  government  should  re- 
tain, or  leave  with  their  present  possessors  a 
rational  and  definite  civil  guardianship  over 
the  persons  of  these  national  prisoners.  The 
redemption  of  the  existing  population  of  slaves, 
would  preclude  the  necessity  of  purchasing  a- 
ny  of  their  Ascendants  ;  and  thus  the  bles- 
sings of  freedom  and  moral  improvement, 
might  be  guaranteed  to  unknown  millions  of 
unborn  members  of  the  human  family.  As 
the  interests  of  the  southern  white  population, 
would  be  vitally  benefitted, by  the  accomplish- 
ment of  this  object,  even  if  they  were  to  con- 
summate it  without  the  co-operetion  of  the 
northern  states,  the  additional  impulse  of  hu- 
manity,cannot  fail  to  influence  their  unanimous 
assent  and  a  generous  compromise.  Such  an 
act  of  national  magnanimity,  beneficence  and 
justice,  would  diffuse  joy  and  admiration  a- 
mongst  all  colours  and  all  nations.  There 
would  be  no  murmuring.  It  might  be  effect- 
ed without  making  any  man  feel  the  poorer 
for  it ;  and  if  it  did,  that  is  no  excuse  for  in-, 
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justice  and  oppression.  A  great  porportion  of 
the  necessary  sum  might  be  raised  from  duties 
on  the  imported  products  of  the  labor  of  slaves, 
which  are  generally  luxuries,  as  rum,  sugar, 
coffee,  &c. ;  and  the  amount  of  all  the  funds 
heretofore  raised,  or  to  be  raised,  from  the  tax- 
ation of  slaves,  is  justly  due  to  them,  for  this 
purpose ;  for  they  have  resulted  exclusively 
from  the  products  of  their  toil  and  sweat.  It 
is  both  the  right  and  the  duty  of  the  citizens 
of  the  north  to  unite  with  their  brethren  in  the 
south,  in  washiag  away  this  dishonorable  stain 
upon  our  national,  moral  and  political  charac- 
ter.-*    Let  the  public  will  and  honor  be  con- 


*  Since  having  written  this  sentence,  I  have  read 
the  speech  of  Mr.  Randolph  in  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, on  the  subject  of  constitutional  compromise,  in 
vf  hich,  alludin-g  to  the  words  M  three  fifths  of  all  other 
persons?  made  use  of  in  the  constitution,  in  order  that 
ihe  statute  book  should  not  be  stained  with  the  name 
of  slave,  he  said,  "  he  wished  to  God  our  consciences  were 
not  stained? 

Our  reputation  among  the  numerous,  deluded  and 
inhuman  slaves  of  Mahometan  fanaticism,  may  be 
judged  of,  by  the  following  extract  ofadialpgue  be- 
ivveen  Dr.  Underbill  an  American  slav«  in  Algiers, 
ind  a  Mahometan  priest  or  Mollah. 

"  Mollah.  When  a  slave  pronounces  the  infallable 
creed,  we  immediately  knock  off  his  fetters  and  re- 
ceive him  as  a  brother  ;  because  we  read  in  the  book 
of  Zunithat  the  souls  of  true  believers  are  bound  up 
in  one  fragrant  bundle  of  eternal  love.  We  leav*  it 
to  the  christians  of  the  West  Indies,  and  christians  of 
your  southern  plantations,  to  baptise  the  unfortunate 
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ejfl ;  let  the  national  voice  be  elicited  by  u- 
niversal  public  meetings,  and  concentrated,  so 
as  to  vibrate  with  irresistible  effect,  in  the  sanc- 
tuaries of  freedom  and  justice.  Then  may 
the  sable  A frico- American,  who  shook  his 
manacles  at  the  conservators  of  the  rights  of 
man,  while  he  was  dragged  through  the  city 
of  Liberty,  raise  his  unfettered  hands,  and  a~ 
gain  exclaim, 

"  Hail  Columbia,  happy  land, 
Hail  ye  heroes,  heaven-born  band." 

Then,  and  not  till  then,  may  the  American 
Eagle  expand  his  genial  wings,  and  proclaim 
to  an  applauding  world,  with  unalloyed  truth, 
that 

"  The  sons  of  Columbia  shall  ne'er  be  slaves, 
While  the  earth  bears  a   plant,  or   the  sea  rolls  its 
waves." 


African  into  your  faith,  and  then   use   your  brothe* 
christians  as  brutes  of  the  desert." 

"  Here  says  Dr.  Underbill,  I  was  so  abashed  for  in? 
country,  I  could  not  answer  him." 


4>8  PORTRAITURE    OF    SLAVERY. 

COLONIZATION  OF  NEGROES. 

I  have  said,  in  the  beginning  of  this  essay, 
that  separate  colonization,  &c.  is  impracti- 
cable, except  partially.  I  then  gave  one  rea- 
son for  this  opinion,  and  will  now  offer  a- 
nother.  Were  the  whole  of  our  numerous 
slave  population,  already  manumitted,  and 
transferred  totally  to  a  distinct  colonial  estab- 
lishment, in  this  country  or  in  Africa:  our 
numerous  white  population,  in  several  of  the 
more  southerly  states,  would  need  to  be  pro- 
vided with  another  colonial  establishment,  in 
some  latitude  more  favorable  to  their  physi- 
cal powers,  or  else  perish  amidst  the  desolate 
cotton  and  rice  fields. 

My  conviction,  that  the  existence  of  Eu- 
ropeans, (or  white  men)  u nder  the  blaze  of 
a  torrid  sun,  is  dependent  on  African  indus- 
try, (or  on  the  labor  of  such  inhabitants  of 
earth,  as  are  adapted  by  nature  to  the  e- 
<|uatorial  regions,)  must  not  be  mistaken  for 
an  assent  to  the  perpetual  duration  of  invol- 
untary servitude  and  unconditional  vassal- 
.  This  is  a  circumstance,  resulting  from 
wisdom  of  Providence,  which  ought  to 
the  hearts  of  the  proprietors  of  rice  and 
cotton  plantations,  with  gratitude  and  kind- 
ness towards  their  black  benefactors.  Let 
tHe  magnificent  work  of  progressive  and  ul- 
timate emancipation,  concomitant  with  men- 
tal improvement,  be   kept  steadily  in  view; 
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but  let  not  the  total  depopulation  of  an  im- 
mense tract  of  valuable  improved  country, 
be  held  forth  as  essential  to  its  accomplish- 
ment. The  great  mass  of  slaves  must  be 
changed  from  their  present  beastly  condition 
to  that  of  men,  on  the  soil,  where  they  now 
exist. 

But  as  there  is,  probably  at  this  moment, 
in  many  parts  of  the  United  States,  and  will 
continue  to  be,  an  increasing  excess  of  free 
black  population,  and  also  of  slaves,  who 
might  be  released  if  they  could  be  disposed 
ol ;  humanity  as  well  as  policy  strongly  re- 
commends the  institution  of  some  asylum, 
to  which  this  description  of  strangers  in  a 
foreign  la?id,  may  resort,  if  they  please,  and 
enjoy  the  blessings  of  know  \cdgtxsocial  happi- 
ness and  he  products  of  their  own  industry  ;. 
and  perhaps  be  protected,  at  the  same  time, 
from  the  sacrilegious  talons  of  the  numer- 
ous hordes  of  men-stealers,  with  which  our 
reputed  free  soil  has  long  been  polluted. — 
And  as  the  congress  of  the  United  States 
have  hitherto  declined  patronising  this  ob- 
ject, (to  which  their  attention  has  been  fre- 
quently invited,)  its  accomplishment  will  de- 
volve, probably,  on  beneficent  societies,  and 
individuals.  The  most  eligible  and  practi- 
cable plan,  perhaps  that  could  be  devised  for 
this  purpose,  would  be  to  open  subscriptions 
throughout  the  United  States,  for  raising  a 
fund,  to  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  an  ex- 

E 
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tensive  tract  or  territory  of  United  States' 
land,  in  some  proper  district,  (which  prob- 
ably might  be  obtained  on  a  liberal  credit,) 
where  such  coloured  people,  as  now  are,  or 
may  become  free,  might  be  invited  to  settle 
as  tenants,  or  eventual  purchasers.  The 
settlement  might  be  committed  to  the  care 
of  proper  agents,  and  if  the  profits  should 
ultimately  exceed  a  sufficient  amount  to  re- 
munerate the  original  advances  with  the  in- 
terest, the  surplus  might  be  appropriated  to 
the  education  and  general  benefit  of  the  Af. 
rican  race  in  this  country. 

Since  the  manuscript  of  this  work,  as 
published  in  the  first  edition,  was  finished, 
a  respectable  meeting,  consisting  of  members 
of  our  national  legislature,  and  citizens  of  the 
District  of  Columbia.,  has  been  held  in  the 
city  of  Washington,  (on  the2lst  Dec.  1816) 
for  the  purpose,  as  expressed  by  the  gentle- 
man who  presided  as  chairman,  (Mr.  Clay,) 
(<  of  considering  the  propriety  and  practica* 
bility  of  colonizing  the  free  blacks  in  the  Uni- 
ted  States,  and  of  forming  an  asylum  in  rela- 
tion to  that    bject" 

As  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  aim  at 
the  consummation  of  a  measure,  on  which 
I  had  recorded  my  sentiments,  and  hope  of 
its  adoption,  several  weeks  previous  to  the 
time  that  the  meeting  was  announced,  it  is 
deemed  useful  and  appropriate  to  introd  ;cc 
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here,  an  abridged  sketch  of  their  delibera- 
tions. 

Extract  from  the  speech  of  Mr.  Clay,  (on 
taking  the  chair.) 

k<  That  class  of  the  mist  population  of  our 
country  was  peculiarly  situated.  They  nei- 
ther enjoyed  the  immunities  of  freemen,  nor 
were  they  subject  to  the  incapacities  of 
slaves,  but  .partook  in  some  degree  of  the 
qualities  of  both.  From  their  condition, 
and  the  unconquerable  prejudices  resulting 
from  their  color,  they  never  could  amalga- 
mate with  the  free  whites  of  this  country. — 
It  was  desirable,  therefore,  as  it  respected 
them,  and  the  residue  of  the  population  of 
the  country,  to  drain  them  off.  Various 
schemes  of  colonization  had  been  thought 
of  and  a  part  of  our  own  continent,  it  was 
supposed  bv  some,  might  furnish  a  suitable 
establishment  for  them.  But  for  his  part. 
Mr.  C.  said,  he  had  a  decided  preference  for 
some  part  of  the  coast  of  Africa.  There 
was  a  peculiar,  a  moral  fitness  in  restoring 
them  to  the  land  of  their  fathers,"  &c. 

Extract  from  the  speech  of  Elias  B,  Cald- 
well, Esq.  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 

Mr.  Caldwell,  having  considered  the  va- 
rious  positions  in  which  it  had  been  respec- 
tively proposed  to  establish  the  colony,  and 
expressing  his  preference  for  Africa,  enlar- 
ged upon  the  greater  importance  of  selecting 
that  quarter  of  the  globe,  *  in  the  beUef  and 
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hope  of  thereby  introducing  civilization  and 
the  christian  religion,  &c."  correspondent  to 
the  sentiments  of  Mr.  Clay. 

He  remarked,  that  il  it  is  a  great  national 
object,  and  ought  to  be  supported  by  the 
public  purse.  And  that,  as  had  been  justly 
observed  by  the  honorable  gentleman  in  the 
chair,  there  ought  to  be  a  national  atonement 
for  the  wrongs  and  injuries  which  Africa  had 
suffered. "  He  said  that  "  as  a  nation,  we 
cannot  rid  ourselves  entirely  from  the  dis- 
grace attending  the  iniquitous  slave  traffic 
formerly  pursued  by  this  country,  until  we, 
as  a  nation,  have  made  every  reparation  in 
our  power/'  He  observed,  that  the  exam- 
ple of  oui  own  ancestors,  braving  the  vari- 
ous dangers  and  hardships  of  their  early  em- 
igration and  settlement  upon  these  shores  ; 
and  the  prospect  of  the  enjoyment  of  civil 
rights  and  a  state  of  equality,  ought  to  en- 
courage a  d  influence  these  people  to  comply 
cheerfully  with  the  proposed  plan  of  coloni- 
zation. 

Extract  from    the    remarks  of  Mr.  John4 
Randolph  (of  Roanoke.) 

4 'There  was  no  fear,  Mr.  R.  said,  that 
this  proposition  would  alarm  the  slave  hol- 
ders ;  they  had  been  accustomed  to  think  se- 
riously of  the  s  -bject.  There  was  a  popu- 
lar work  on  agriculture,  by  John  Taylor  of 
Caroline,  which  was  widely  circulated,  and 
much  confided  in,  in  Virginia.     In  that  book, 
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much  read  because  coming  from    a  practical 
man,  this  description  of  people   were   point- 
ed out  as  a  great  evil.     They  had  indeed 
been  held  up  as  the  greater  bug  bear  to  ev- 
ery man  who  feeis  an  inclination  to   emanci- 
pate his  slaves,  not  to  create  in  the  bosom  of 
his  country  so  great  a  nuisance.     If  a  place 
could  be  provided  for  their  reception,  and  a 
mode  of  sending   them   hence,     there  were 
hundreds,    nay   thousands   of  citizens,  who 
would,  by  manumitting  their  slaves,  relieve 
themselves  from  the  cares  attendant  on  th  ir 
possession.     The  great  slave  holder,  Mr.  R. 
said  was  frequently  a  mere  sentry  at  his  own 
door — bound  to  stay  on  his  plantation  to  see 
that  his  slaves  were  properly  treated,  &C." 
Extracts  from  the    Speech    of  Mr.  Wright. 
"  Mr.  Robert  Wright  (of  Md.)    said'  he 
could  not  withhold  his  approbaion  of  a  mea- 
sure, that  had  for  its  object   the  amelioration 
of  the  lot  of  any  portion   of  the  human  race, 
particularly   of   the  free    people    of  colour, 
whose  degraded  state  robs  them  of  the  hap- 
piness of  self  government,  so  dear  to  the  A- 
merican  people.     And,  said  he  as  I  discov- 
er the  most  delicate  regard   to  the   rights  of 
property,  I  shall  with  great  pleasure  lend  my 
.  aid  to  restore  this  unfortunate  people  to  the 
enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  but  I  fear  get 
'•men  are  too   sanguine    in  their   expectation, 
ilUt    -^ey  would  be    willing  to  abandon  the 

T7       9 
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land  of  their  nativity,  so  dear  to  man.  How- 
ever, I  have  no  indisposition  to  give  them 
that  election  by  furnishing  all  the  means  con- 
templated by  the  honorable  and  benevolent 
propositions  submitted  to  our  considera- 
tion," 

"  Nothing  would  have  a  stronger  tenden- 
cy to  effect  the  contemplated  relief  of  the 
free  people  of  colour,  than  some  efficient 
laws  to  secure  the  restoration  of  those  not 
entitled  to  liberty,  to  their  masters,  whose 
rights  ought  to  be  protected  by  law,  and  who, 
without  such  law,  would  be  certainly  sacri- 
ficed by  the  transportation  of  the  free  blacks 
with  whom  they  would  most  certainly  mix 
for  that  purpose.  However,  I  feel  no  hesi- 
tation in  saying,  I  should  be  happy  to  see 
some  plan  for  the  gradual  abolition  of  slave- 
ry, that  would  prepare  the  r.sing  generation 
ihat  state,  and  remunerate  the  master  out 
he  funds  of  the  nation,  amply  abundant 
that  purpose,  v/i-hout  being  felt  by  the 
people  of  America." 

It  is  a  stror.g  presumptive  evidence  In,  fa- 
voi  rations  ity  of  a  moral  proposition, 

when  it  emanates  from  several  sources  per- 
fectly distinct  and  remote  from  each  other. 
The  sentiments  of  Gov.  Wright  on  the  pro* 

tety  of  adapting  some  plan  for  the  gracl 
otn  i  slavery.  Sec.  and  remunerate  the 

of  the  hinds   of  -the  nation,   fee. 
• '   •■•  ous  to  tho?  •    j    .i.'h  I 
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had  adopted  and  recorded,  (precisely  as  ex- 
pressed in  page  42  and  45,)  fifteen  days  pre- 
vious to  the  meeting  at  Washington,  that 
my  confidence  in  their  correctness,  and  hope 
of  their  favorable  reception  by  the  citizens 
in  general  of  the  United  States,  is  greatly 
strengthened ;  particularly  as  Mr.  Wright 
is  one  of  the  representatives  of  a  large  state 
in  which  slavery  prevails,  and  is  himself  prob- 
ably a  possessor  of  .slaves. 

The  following  are  the  two  first  articles  of 
the  constitution,  adopted  by  the  association. 
•  "  Article  I. — The  Society  shall  be  called, 
"  The  American  Soeietv  for  Colonizing  the 
the  Free  People  of  Colour  of  the  United 
States/' 

"  Article  II.— The  object  to  which  its  at- 
tention is  to  be  exclusively  directed,  is  to 
promote  and  execute  a  plan  for  colonizing 
(with  their  consent)the  free  people  cf  colour, 
residing  in  our  country,  in  Africa,  or  such 
other  ptaccs  as  Congress  shall  deem  most  ex- 
pedient." 

With  respect  to  the  most  eligible  situa- 
tion for  the  establishment  of  the  proposed 
colony,  I  am  decidedly  convinced,  from  in- 
formation of  slave  holders,  and  the  most  in- 
telligent free  Africans  in  various  parts  of  the 
count*,  that,  however  desirable  it  may  be 
toe  s  the  American  free  black  or  slave 

population  in  Africa,  it  can  never  be  accom- 
ptished,*^?^  trr'ir  consent      transportation 
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thither,  is  as  repugnant  to  the  ideas  of  our 
present  African  population,  as  transportation 
hither  was  to  their  ancestors.  My  views  re- 
main the  same  as  I  had  already  expressed 
before  the  least  intimation  of  the  design  of 
forming  this  association  had  come  tc^my 
knowledge. 

I  cannot  forbear  to  add  further,  that  al- 
though it  would  give  me  inexpressible  pier- 
sure  to  see  the  banners  of  knowledge  and 
rational  religion,  triumphing  over  ignorance 
and  surperstition,  in  Africa,  as  well  as  in 
the  many  other  vast  regions  of  the  earth, 
yet  it  impresses  me  that  it  will  absorb  all 
the  delegated  authority,  and  all  the  resour- 
ces, for  a  century  to  come,  of  both  our  na- 
tional and  state  legislatures,  to  reclaim  from 
awful  abyss  of  ignorance,  vice  and  con- 
sequential misery,  in  which  thousands  and 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  human  beings,  of 
all  colours  and  all  extractions,  are  involved 
on  our  own  continent  ;  And  that  the  great 
moral  debt  which  this  continent  has  incur- 
red, is  due  more  specifically  to  the  immense 
population  of  the  sons  of  Africa,  who  still 
remain  in  the  shackles  of  slavery,  than  to 
those  who  are  now  enjoying  personal  liberty, 
6  the  continent  of  Africa. 

After  a  proper  system  of  African  educaj 
lion  has  become  matured  in  this  country, 
the  seeds  of  much  future  good  might  be 
gradually    disseminated    in   Africa,    by    IVe- 
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quent  exportations  to  that  country,  of  well 
instructed  virtuous  school-masters,  artisans 
and  farmers  ;  as  the  Society  of  Friends  have 
done,  with  encouraging  prospects  of  success, 
amongst  the  aboriginal  natives  of  this  coun- 
try. 

I  will  conclude  this  subject,  with  a  trans- 
cript of  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  the 
free  coloured  people  at  Richmond  (Virg.) 
They  are  similar  to  those  of  a  similar  meet- 
ing at  Georgetown  several  weeks  previous, 
and  may  be  taken  for  a  correct  criterion  of  the 
views  of  that  class  of  people  throughout  the 
United  States. 

RICHMOND  Jan   28. 
MEEFIAG   OF  FREE  PEOPLE   OF 

COLOUR 
At  a  meeting  of  a  respectable  portion  of  the 
Free  People  of  Colour,  of  the  city  of  Rich- 
mond, on  Friday,  the  24th  of  January, 
1817,  William  Bowler  was  appointed 
Chairman,  Ephraim  Speed,  Moderator, 
and  Lantey  Crow,  Secretary. 
The  following  Preamble  and  Resolution  was 
read,  unanimously  adopted,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed : 

Whereas,  A  Society  has  been  formed  at 
the  seat  of  Government,  for  the  purpose  of 
'colonizing  (with  their  own  consent  )  the 
Free  People  of  Colour  of  the  United  States ;" 
therefore,  we  the  Free  People  of  Colour  of 
the  city  of  Richmond,  have   thought  it  ad- 
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visable  to  assemble  together,  under  the 
sanction  of  authority,  for  the  purpose  of  ma- 
king a  public  expression  of  our  sentiments 
on  a  question  in  which  we  are  so  deeply  in- 
terested :  we  perfectly  agree  with  the  Soci- 
ety, that  it  is  not  only  proper,  but  would  ul- 
timately tend  to  the  benefit  and  advantage 
of  a  great  portion  of  our  suffering  fellow- 
creatures,  to  be  colonized  :  but  while  we 
thus  express  our  entire  approbation  of  a 
measure,  laudable  in  its  purposes  and  benef- 
icent in  its  designs,  it  may  not  be  improper 
in  us  to  say,  we  prefer  being  colonized  in 
the  most  remote  corner  of  the  land  of  our 
nativity,  to  being  exiled  to  a  foreign  coun- 
try.* ;; 

And  whereas,  The  President  and  Board 
of  Managers  of  the  said  Society*  have  been 
pleased  to  leave  it  to  the  entire  discretion  of 
Congress  to  provide  a  suitable  place  for  car- 
rying their  laudable  intentions  into  effect  : 

*  Several  free  persons  of  colour,  oi  both  seies,  and 
&\\  a  little  shaded  with  a  yellowish  Untieing  employ 
£d  as  servants  in  the  house  in  which  I  lodge,  1  inquir- 
ed of  two  of  the  females,  a  few  days  ago,  whether  they 
would  like  to  go  to  Africa,  as  it  was  the  country  of 
iheir  fore  fat  hers.  One  of  them  expressed  great  repug- 
nance at  going  there*  and  the  other  said  he.  fathers 
ifid  not  come  from  Africa,  "  and  (said  she)  if  thry  (the 
Americans)  did  not  want  us,  they  had  no  need  to  hare 
brought  us  away  ;  after  they've  brought  us  here,  and 
made  us  work  hard,  and  disfigttred  the  colour,  I  don't 
think  it  would  be  fair  to  send  us  back  again/' 
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Be  it  further  resolved,  That  we  respect- 
fully submit  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress, 
whether  it  would  not  be  an  act  of  charity  to 
grant  us  a  small  portion  of  their  territory, 
either  on  the  Missouri  river,  or  any  place 
that  may  seem  to  them  most  conducive  to 
the  public  good,  and  our  future  welfare; 
subject,  however,  to  such  rules  and  regula- 
tions as  the  government  of  the  United 
States  may  think  proper  to  adopt. 

W.  BOWLER,  Chairman. 

EPHRAIM  SPEED,  Moderator. 
1.ANTEY  CROW,  Secretary. 

The  following  article  from  the  New- York 
Columbian,  may,  perhaps,  throw  a  little  ad- 
ditional light  on  this  subject : — 

'NECESSITY    OF    A    COLONY    OF 

FREE  BLACKS— Superceded. 
.  We  gave  an  abstract  of  the  constitution  of 
Hayti  some  weeks  ago  ;  and  out  of  compas- 
sion, &c.  we  again  publish  the  44th  clause, 
which  shows  a  land  of  promise  nearer  our 
doors  than  Sierra  Leone. 

44.  "Every  African  Indian,  and  their 
descendants,  born  in  the  colonies  of  foreign 
countries,  who  shall  come  to  reside  in  the 
Republic,  shall  be  recognized  as  Kaytians, 
but  shall  not  enjoy  the  rights  of  citizenship 
until  after  a  year's  residence.'' 

/I  he  same  constitution  that  excludes  the 
wh'e  m%n,  invites  the  black;  and,  gentle- 
me.»  from  Port  au    Prince  have  assured  us, 
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that.  President  Petion  gives  a  marked  wel- 
come to  the  ■  Free  Blacks  from  the  United 
States  who  settle  in  Hayti." 

AMERICAN    INTERIOR  SLAVE 
TRAFFIC. 


Having  now,  as  I  hope,  shewn  the  practi- 
cability and  mutual  advantages,  of  the  me- 
lioration and  ultimate  freedom  of  the  Amer- 
ican slave  population,  I  shall  proceed  to  com- 
municate some  facts  and  remarks  relative  to 
the  interior  traffic  in  slaves,  he. 

To  those  who  may  object  to  the  propriety 
of  exposing  to  public  view,  such  deeds  as  are 
likely  to  shock  the  feelings  and  sympathy  of 
the  friends  of  humanity,  I  reply,  that  the  ob- 
ject is  not  to  excite  popular  execration  a- 
gainst  their  authors,  but  commiseration  to- 
wards the  sufferers,  and  to 'discourage  the 
repetition  of  cruelty.  In  supplications  for 
redress  of  grievances,  it  is  customary  and 
ne essary  too,  for  the  aggrieved  party,  to 
represent  the  wrongs  complained  of.  At  the 
^ame  time  it  must  be  understood  that  it  is 
not  our  design  to  represent  cruelty  as  the  in- 
separable companion  of  slavery.  But  they 
have  a  strong  affinity  for  each  other,  and  the 
reformation  or  extirpation  of  slavery-  can  on- 
ly prevent  their  frequent  alliance.  I  he  vol- 
untary humanity  of  part  of  the  ers, 
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does  not  justify  the  toleration  of  optional  se- 
verity to  the  whole.  Great  numbers  use  their 
slaves  with  the  utmost  tenderness  and  friend- 
ship. But  it  cannot  be  disputed  that  great 
numbers  also,  flog,  and  beat  them  unmerciful- 
ly, and  "work  them-  to  the  utmost  extent  of 
their  strength."*  Instances  of  slaves  being 
shot,  and  of  having  their  heads  cut  off,  espe- 
cially the  latter,  are  net  common ;  but  of  their 
being  whipped  to  death,  the  instances  have 
been  considerable  numerous. 

I  have  not  undertaken  the  endless  and  pain- 
ful task  of  registering  every  case  of  barbarity 
which  might  be 

" oft  copied  from  that  bloody  scroll 

Where  Slavery  pens  her  woes;  tho'  ti3  but  there 
We  learn  the  weight  that  mortal  life  can  bear." 

COLUMBIAD. 

I  have  a  southern  friend  who  has  assured 
me  that  a  description  of  the  cruelties  of  a  sin- 
gle plantation  with  which  he  was  acquainted, 
would  make  a  volume.  A  trait  of  the  gene- 
ral features  of  slavery  is  sufficient  for  the  de- 
sign of  this  publication.  Cruelty  is  worse 
than  useless,  aid  ought  to  be  discarded  in  all 
cases.  Ibut  it  must  be  acknowledged  that  the 
conduct  oi  slaves,  in  their  present  condition, 
is  often  very  refractory  and  vexatious,  and  re- 
quires prompt  and  effectual  correction.     An 

#  Recent  letter  from  a  friend,  while  travelling  thro' 
the  south- we9ieru  states. 

F 

_ 
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energetic  discipline  is  as  necessary  in  despotic 
slavery  as  in  war.  It  is  in  facta  real  war  it- 
self— a  war  of  assignment  or  second  hand 
war,  in  which  one  of  the  belligerent  parties  are 
all  conquerors,  and  the  other  all  captives :  and 
a  treaty  of  peace  and  amity  will  never  be  rve- 
gociated  until  the  victorious  party  (the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States)  shall  conform  to  the 
established  laws  of  civilized  nations  and  ofna- 
ftire,  in  the  mode  of  disposing  of  prisoners. 

in  the  structure  of  our  political  institutions, 
-,v:  have,  in  some  respects,  undoubtedly'  excel- 
life  ancient  republics  :    And  in  others,  we 
t  evidently  degenerated.     Solon  perceived 
:  slavery  was  a  fruitful  source  of  moral  de- 
pravity to  the  Athenians,    and  abolished   it  ; 
notwithstanding  it  had  its  origin  in  the  previ- 
ous  voluntary    contraction  of  debts,    by    the 
slaves.      We    neglect  this   valuable  lesson   of 
Solon,  and  also  a  political  maxim  of  his,  which 
ought  to  form  the    corner  stone  of  every   re- 
public. '  Being  asked   what    kind    of  govern- 
ment is  best,  he  answered,  utha-  in  which  an 
injury  to  the  meanest  member  of  the  commu- 
nity, is  deemed  an  aggression  upon  the  whole.'5 
Our  laws  icv  the  protection   of  the  rights  and 
liberty  of  free  yellow  and  black  people,  must 
be  exceedingly  defective,  or  there  roaid  not  at 
this  ittfctneijft  be  thousands  of  them  illegally 
h(  id  in  slavey. 

Slav  1} ,    ays  St  tuc,  however  dssgui^  d,  is 
s ' ill  a  b i tie-  <j raug 'H  ;  b  u  t  ••  •    is  r* 
fold   more   bmt:i   and    mtoKrabL-, ' when  die 
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members  of  families  are  dragged  asunder  nev- 
er to  behold  each  other,  or  their  native  wo?ited 
country  again. — and  it  is  the  uncontrolled  slave 
trade,  between  the  middle  and  southerly  stales, 
which  gives  facility  to  the  extensive  and  in- 
creasing practice  of  kidnapping,  and  secures 
it  from  the  possibility  of  detection,  except  ca* 
suaiiv.  From  the  existing  laws  illeeai  enslave- 
ment  derives  greater  security  than  legal  free 
dom.  If  a  free  colored  man  travels  without 
passports  certifying  his  right  to  his  iileny,  he 
is  generally  apprehended  ;  and  frequently  plun- 
ged into  slavery,  by  the  operation  of  the  laws, 
But  after  being  seized  and  manacled  by  the 
kidnapper,  the  slave  merchant  drives  him 
through  several  states,  without  interruption, 
and  sells  him  where  he  seldom  regains  ills  lib- 
erty. 

On  the  4th  day  of  December,  1815,  (the  day 
on  which  the  session  of  congress  commenced,) 
being  at  the  seat  of  government  of  the  United 
States,  I  was  preparing  to  enjoy  the  fiivt  op- 
portunity that  had  occurred  to  me,  of  behold- 
ing the  assembled  representatives  of  the  A- 
merican  Republic.  As  I  was  about  to  proceed 
•to  the  building  where  the  session  was  opened, 
my  agreeable  reverie  was  suddenly  interrupted 
by  the  voice  of  a  stammering  boy,  who,  as  he 
was  coming  into  the  house,  from  the  street,  ex- 
claimed, "  There  goes  the  Ge-Ge-org\  -men* 

*  On  first  hearing  this  epithet  used,  I  was  at  a  loss 
to  account  for  its  meaning.     I  have    since  observed 
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with  a  drove  o'niggers  chain'd  together  two 
■and  two-"  What's  that,  said  I— I  must  see, 
ggd/gping  to  the  door,  I  just  had  a  distant 
glimpse  of  a  light  covered  waggon,  followed 
a  procession  of  men,  women  and  children, 
regeml>lin,g  that  of  a  funeral.  I  followed  them 
hastily  ;  and  as  I  approached  so  near  as  to  dis- 
;  ;  they  were  hound  together  in  pairs, 
my]  r:< -.pts,  and  chains,  (which  I  had  hitherto 
::e.i  i*$€d  only  for  restraining  beasts,)  the  in- 
voluntarv  successive  .heavings  of  my  bosom 
became  irrepressible.  I  have  since  heard  an 
iiitellii^tnt  gentleman,  from  Scotland,  describe 
a  similar  affection.  He  affirmed,  that  on  his 
arrival  upon  the  coast  of  the  United  States,  (in 
Chesapeake  Bay,)  his  first  view  of  the  slaves 
brought  his  heart  into  his  throat.  I  have  also 
been,  told  by  a  gentleman,  who  holds  a  seat  in 
the  senate  of  the  United  States,  that  "  a  drove 
of  manacled  slaves,  was  to  him,  an  insupporta- 
ble spectacle,  which  he  generally  endeavored  to 
avoid;''''  and  by  a  representative,  (since  de- 
ceased,) from  one  of  the  slave  states,  who  was 
himself  a  possessor  of  slaves,  "  that  he  never 
could  bear  to  see  slaves  manacled  and  fettered 
with  bolts  and  chains,  nor  families  torn  asunder 
and  sold  to  the  slave  traders,  and  •wondered  how 
any  one  could  be' so  inhuman  as  to  do  such  acts  J" 
Overtaking  the  caravan,  just  opposite  to  the 
old  Capitol  (then  in  a  state  of  ruins  from  the 

that,  in  the  middle  states,  the  general  title  applied  to 
slave-trader?,  indiscriminately,  is  "  Georgia-men" 
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conflagration  by  the  British  army,)  I  inquired 
of  one  of  the  drivers  (of  whom  there  were  two) 
"  what  part  of  the  country  they  were  taking  all 
these  people  to?"  "To  Georgia,"  he  replied. 
"Have  you  not,  said  I,  enough  such  people 
in  that  country  yet?"  "Not  quite  enough," 
he  answered.  I  found  myself  incapable  of 
saying  more,  and  was  compelled  to  avert  my 
eyesirn  mediately  from  the  heart- rending  scene ! 
Had  Sterne  been  present,  and  surveyed  (with 
real  instead  of  imaginary  vision)  this  groupe 
of  bond-men  and  bond-women,  and  bond- 
children,  with  their  sad  faces  veiled  with  black 
despair— "  and  heard  the  chains  rattle,  which 
incumbered  their  bodies," — and  "had  seen 
the  iron  enter  their  souls" — he  would  again 
have  "hurst  into  tears,'1''  I  walked  along 
some  distance  before  them,  down  Pennsylva- 
nia Avenue,  and,  on  turning  round,  observed 
that  they  had  left  that  street,  (as  if  the  spirit  of 
PENN  had  repelled  the  contact  of  such  a  tra- 
gedy with  his  name,)  and  directed  their  course 
towards  the  Potomac  bridge.  At  the  same 
moment  an  African  passed  by,  driving  aback; 
and  beholding  his  brethren, 

" -.Trembling,  wee^r.g.  captive  led"* 


extended  his  arm  towards  them,,  znd  exclaim- 
ed, "  See  there  !  an't  that  right  down  irmrder  ? 
Don't  you  call  that  right  down  murder  P'y    Q  \ 


*  Homer. 
7T  q 
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uttering  to  him  indistinctly,  that  I  did.  not 
know,  he  renewed  his  request  to  be  answered 
and  I  replied,  "  I  do  not  know  but  it  is  mur- 
der.v— —These  expressions  instantly  remind- 
ed me  of  the  frequency  of  murders  and  deaths, 
not  only  of  slaves,  but  of  white  and  free  black 
raen,  resulting  from  despotic  slavery,  and  par- 
ticularly from  the  slave  traffic.  Several  in- 
stances of  this  kind  had  recently  corne  to  my 
vvledge,  and  at  that  moment  pressed  them- 
es with  peculiar  force  upon  my  excited 
im.&gi nation j  among  which  I  will  recite  the 

.wing  : 
.  A  slave  having  escaped  frona  his  master,  in 
forth  Carolina,  within  two  or  three 
was  seized  and  brought   back,   bv 


V.  :i 


rs 


b  ■ 


a  being.,  who,  when  requested  by  the  Piaster  to 
name  the  reward  he  should  render   h;rn  for  re- 
turning the  slave,  replied,  that  all  the  compen- 
sation he  desired,    was  the  satisfaction  ofj?-og> 
q|  him.     1  "iiisbeinff  granted,  the  slave  was 
to  a  log,  and  the  "  resounding  lash"  ap- 
resentment  of  his   executioner 
dated.    The  infatuated  master  then  took 
guined    (ash  himself,  and  was  about 
the    process     of    ihgellation,   when 
not  then  a  king  of 'terrors ,but  a  generous 
.  a    t:  friend  in  need ',"    rescued  him 
ion  of  his  exenieh- 
..r ali,  let  the  balm  oi   com- 

.  ions  of    di\ 
red  to  t '      ; 

may   be    I    - 
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the  mighty  force  of  example,  and  the  deficien- 
cy of  early,  religious  and  moral  education. 

In  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  a  considerable 
number  of  years  ago,  the  proprietor  of  a  fur- 
nace took  up  a  black  boy,  a  lew  years  old,  and 
in  the  presence  of  his  distracted  father,  wanton- 
ly thrust  him  into  the  flames  and  melted  metal, 
where  he  was  instantly  consumed! 

In  the  state  of  New- Jersey,  a  female  slave, 
several  years  ago,  was  bound  to  a  log,  and 
scored  with  a  knife,  in  a  shocking  manner  a= 
cross  her  back,  and  the  gashes  stuffed  with 
salt !  after  which,  she  was  tied  to  a  post  in  a 
cellar,  where  after  suffering  three  days,  "death 
kindly  terminated  her  misery. 

As  two  persons  were  returning  from  the 
horse  races^  a  few  miles  north  of  the  city  of 
Washington,  eight  or  ten  years  ago,  they  met 
on  the  road,  a  free  man  of  colour,  who  resided 
in  the  vicinity.  They  seized  him,  and  bound 
hirn  with  ropes.  -His  protestations  th  it  he  was 
free,  and  his  entreaties  that  they  would  accom- 
pany hirn. to  the  house,  (but  about  half  a  mile 
distant,)  where  his  wife  resided,  and  where  he 
could  satisfy  them  of  his  freedom,  '  were  in 
vain-.  Having  fastened  him  by  a  rope,  to  the 
ia:l  or  some 'part  of  one  of  their  horses,  they 
were  seen,  by  a  citizen,  who  met  them  on  the 

..d,  dragging  him  in  this  manner,   an 


He  »ed  them, 

to  kill 'the    black   man-— but    or 

■        :;m:;  a   s  ■*•  -  /.  ;... 
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threatening  with  horrid  oaths  to  knock  him 
down,  he  found  it  necessary  to  retire  for  his 
own  safety  : — A  few  miles  farther  along,  on  the 
following  morning,  this  poor  African  was  found 
by  the  side  of  the  road,  with  his  face  bruised 
and  swollen,  and  his  eyes  bloodshot — dead!* 
This  distressing  catastrophe  strongly  exempli- 
fies the  defect  of  the  laws  of  the  state  in  which 
it  occurred,  concerning  free  Africans,  which 
authorise  their  seizure,  without  any  specific 
judicial  authority,  if  found  without  certificates 
of  freedom,  by  the  most  vicious  and  ibandon- 
ed  members  of  the  community.  These  two 
ill-starred  wretches,  just  sallying  forth  from  a 
notorious  school  of  intemperance,  were  un- 
doubtedly intoxicated,  and  of  course,  in  a  state 
of  insanity  at  the  time  they  committed  this  out- 
rage;-— and  had  probably  been  reared  in  the 
wilderness  of  ignorance  and  vice.  I  was  as- 
sured, that  one  of  them  had  long  been  accus- 
tomed, in  company  with  his  own  father,  to 
the  business  of  apprehending  runaway  slaves, 
and  such  free  Africans,  as* they  couid  catch 
without  certificates. 

In  the  vicinity  of  the  place  where  the  above 
transaction  occurred,  a  young  black  boy,  liv- 
ing at  a  house  in  which  there  are  just  grounds 
for  believing  that  the  lives  of  several  slaves 
had  been  destroyed,  by  whipping,  and  other 


*  This  statement  was  furnished  by  a  res.>eotfible 
citizen,  who  was  one  of  the  first  that  (bund  the  tf#3<rt 
body,  near  his  OY7U  house. 
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severities,  yet  entertained  such  horror  at  the 
thoughts  of  transportation  to  Georgia,  (with 
which  he  had  often  been  threatened,  by  way 
of  reprimand,*)  that  on  seeing  a  stranger 
coming  towards  the  house,  (on  a  cold  day,) 
whom  he  suspected  to  be  a  Georgia-man,  he 
fled  into  the  fields  with  the  greatest  precipi- 
tation, and  secreted  himself  so  effectually, 
that  he  was  not  discovered  until  the  expira- 
tion of  a  fortnight — when  he  was  dead  !  — 
frozen! — and  the  pupils  of  his  eyes  picked 
out  ! 

With  these  mournful  spectra  and  many 
more  equally  shocking  flitting  in  succession 
before  me,  and  the  black  procession  still  in 
view,  the  pleasant  anticipations  which  I  had 
been  indulging  but  fifteen  minutes  previous, 
became  totally  reversed.  Returning  pensive 
towards  my  lodgings}and  passing  by  the  Cap- 
itol, I  thought — Alas  !  poor  Africa — thy  cup 
is  the  essence  of  bitterness  !  This  solitary 
magnificent  temple,  dedicated  to  liberty — o~ 


*  It  is  a  frequent  custom  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, Maryland  and  Delaware,  for  masters  to  endeavor 
to  reform  their  bad  slaves,  by  terrifying  them  with 
threats  of  selling  them  for  the  Georgia  market,  or  kkto 
Carolina'*  them  ;  which  is  often  carried  into  effect. — 
There  are,  notwithstanding,  several  individuals,  so 
conscienciously  opposed  to  selling  men  agaiust  their 
will,  that  the  most  unpardonable  conduct  will  not  in- 
duce them  to  do  it ;  and  they  prefer  rejecting  them,  and 
letting  them  keep  all  the  wages  they  can  get  for  their 
own  use. 
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pens  its  portals  to  all  other  nations  'but  the*, 
and  bids  their  sons  participate  freely  of  the 
cup  of  freedom  and  happiness  :  but  when  thy 
•unoffending,  enslaved  sons  clank  their  bloods 
smeared  chains  under  its  towers,  it  sneers  at 
their  calamity,  and  mocks  their  lamentations 
with  the  echo  of  contempt ! 

Elevating  my  eyes,  (the  vision  of  which 
was  possibly  rendered  somewhat  illusive  by 
the  mists  of  sorrow  )  I  imagined  I  discerned 
the  geniuses  of  Liberty  and  Humanity  % 

Perching  on  the  crumbling  terrace 
Of  their  terrestrial  palace  : — 

The  former  with  bereyes  darting  terrible  frown*? 
1  be  latter  indulging  in  teara  and  feebler  moans  :— 

Shock'd  with  the  scene — they  oft  revert  their  eyea> 
That  stream'd  at  ev'ry  look— then    vanishing  slow, 
Bought  their  own  palace,  and  indulged  their  woe  : 
Mingling  their  sorrows  with  God  in  the  skies.f 


iohimhia !  Columbia  !■ 


Queen  of  the  world,. and  child  of  the  skies," 
<y  thus  thy  sister  afflict  and  despise  ? 

i  must  acknowledge,  (however  ludicrous 
it  may  seem  to  those  who  are  hardened  to 
such  things  by  repetition,)  that  the  tragedy 


*  See  Homer's  description  of  the  grief  of  Androma-. 
che,  on  parting  with  Hector,  who  confessed  to  her  his 
fears  of  a  fatal  result  of  the  tremendous  battle',  into 
which  his  predominating  devotion  to  the  liberties  6t  hi* 
country  impelled  him  to  rush. 
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of  a  company  of  men,  women  *and  children, 
pinioned  and  bound  together  with. chains  and 
ropes,  without  accusation  of  crime,  and  driv- 
en as  beasts  of  the  harness  through  the  Me- 
tropolis of  that  country,  of  which  I  had  hith- 
erto indulged  both  pleasure  and  pride,  in  the 
consciousness  ol  being  a  native  citizen,  and, 
of  having  commenced  my  life  coevally  with 
its  constitutional  organization  ;  occurring  at 
the  precise  hour  of  the  convocation  of  the 
guardians  of  its  liberties ;  produced  a  new 
era  in  my  sensations.  The  scene  was  in- 
supportable :— (the  reader  may  smile  at  my 
effeminacy  if  he  pleases,)  tears  burst  from 
my  eyes  in  irresistible  streams,— 

'*  And  waves  of  sorrow  o'er  me  roll'd. 

Here  I  experienced  the  keenest  regret 
that  I  ever  felt  in  my  whole  life  at  not  hav- 
ing wealth"  at  my  command.  Nothing  else 
prevented  sympathy  from  prevailing  over 
prudence.  I  identified  myself  to  the  situa- 
tion of  the  captives,    with    the  chains  round 


my  wrists, 


"  and  having  pow'r 
To"  repair  "  ihe  wrong," 

I  should  certainly  have  followed  the  cara- 
van, and  paid  the  Man-Speculators  the 
price  of  their  goods,  and  restored  them  to 
their  respective  places  of  former  residence  ; 
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and  trusted  :o  their  gratitude  and  industry  to 
remunerate  me  whenever  (if  ever,  at  all)  it 
should  be  in  their  power.  Disinclination, 
as  well  as  the  delay  incurred,  prevented  my 
visit  to  the  congressional  hall. on  that  day.-- 
And  I  devoted  several  successive  days  to 
registering  the  melancholy  impressions 
which  this  ocular  evidence  of  Africa's  mise- 
ry and  America's  inconsistency,  produced 
on  my  throbbing  heart,  i  hose  memoirs 
have  furnished  some  materials  for  this  essay. 
One  evening  while  writing  notes  con- 
cerning the  occurrence  just  mentioned,  a 
lad,  sitting  in  the  same  room  with  me,  w*s 
studying  his  lessons  in  Goldsmith's  Abridg- 
ment of  Geography  ;  in  which  I  noticed  he 
read  these  words  :---*' The  United  Mates 
are  celebrated  for  the  excellence  of  their 
constitution  which  provides  for  political  lib- 
erty and  individual  security.  7  he  inhabi- 
tants are  justly  famed  for  their  ardent  love  of 
freedom"  Immediately  after  reading  those 
paragraphs-  he  addressed  me,  without  know- 
ing on  what  subject  I  was  occupied,  thus  : 
"  PVhy,  how  can  it  be  said  that  ihe  in- 
habitants of  the  United  States  love  liberty \ 
while  they  hold  almost  a  whole  nation  of  peo- 
ple in  a  state  of  bondage  and  ignorance  ?"  I 
endeavored  to  explain  to  him  this  puzzling 
paradox  by  replying  that,  "  by  the  inhabit- 
ants, was  meant  the  white  population  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  liberty  which  they  ar 
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dently  love,  is  probably  their  own  liberty, 
which  they  appear  to  care  more  about,  than 
they  do  about  the  liberty  of  black  men/ 

i  mention  this  minute  circumstance  more 
particularly,  because  it  forms  one  of  the 
links  to  a  chain  of  incidents  which  conduct- 
ed to  the  developement  of  some  very  impor- 
tant facts  ;  such  as  I  then  had  no  conception 
or  suspicion  of  the  existence  of,  on  this  side 
the  Atlantic  ocean.  I  then  supposed  the 
instances  of  the  streets  of  the  city  consecra- 
ted to  freedom  being  paraded  with  people 
led  in  captivity,  were  rare.  But  I  soon  as- 
certained that  they  were  frequent ;  that 
several  hundred  people,  including  not  legal 
slaves  only,  but  many  kidnapped  freemen 
and  youth  bound  to  service  for  a  term  of 
years,  and  unlawfully  sold  as  slaves  for  life, 
are  annually  collected  at  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, (as  if  it  were  an  emporium  of  slave- 
ry) for  transportation  to  the  slave  regions. 
The  United  States'  jail  is  frequently  occupi- 
ed as  a  store  house  for  the  slave  merchants, 
and  some  of  the  rooms  in  a  tavern  devoted 
chiefly  to  that  use,  are  occasionally  so  crow- 
ded, that  the  occupants  hardly  have  sufficient 
space  to  extend  themselves  upon  the  floor 
to  sleep. 

■  A  short  time  after  having  completed  the 
memorandums  above  alluded  to  the  youth 
just  mentioned,  having  learned  the  subject 
on  which  I  had  been   occupied,    and  -being 
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prompt  to  communicate  whatever  he  might 
meet  with  relative  to  it,  informed  me  on  re- 
turning from  school,  in  the  evening   of  the 
19th  December,  1815,  that  a  black   woman, 
destined  for  transportation  to  Georgia,  with 
a  coffle  which  was  about  to  start,  attempted 
to  escape,  by  jumping  out  of  the  window  of 
the  garret  of  a  three    story  brick    tavern  in 
F    Street,    about  day  break  in  the  morning  ; 
and  that  in  the  fall  she  had  her  back  and  both 
arms  broken !      I  remarked   that  I  did  not 
wonder  that  she  did  so,  and  inquired  wheth- 
er it  had  not  killed  her?     To  which  he  re- 
plied, that  he  understood  that  she  was  dead, 
and  that  the  Georgia-men,  had  gone  off  with 
the  others.     The  relation   of  this  shocking 
disaster,    fully    confirmed   the    sentiments, 
which  I  had  already  adopted  and  recorded, 
of  the  multiplied  horrors  added  to  slavery, 
when  lis  victims  are  bought  and  sold,  fre- 
quently for  distant  destinations,  with  as  much 
indifference  as  fourfooted  beasts.     Suppo- 
hiys  to  have  been   a  recent  occurrence, 
;;  jing  desirous    of   seeing   the  mangled 
slave  before   she  should  be  buried,  I  procee- 
id  with  some  haste,  early  on  the  following 
;rning,    in    seareh  of  the    house   already 
i ■. mentioned.     Calling  at  a  house  near  the  one 
at  which  the  catastrophe  occurred,  I  was  in- 
formed, that  it  had  been  three  weeks  since 
it  took  place,  and  tliat  the  woman   was  still 
living*     Having  found  the  house,  I  desired 
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permission  of  the  landlord  to  see  the  woun- 
ded woman;  to  which  he  assented,  and  di- 
rected a  lad  to  conduct  me  to  her  room  ;— 
which  was  in  the  garret  over  the  third  stOTy 
of  the  house.  I  found  her  with  both  arms 
broken,  and  otherwise  mangled,  so  that  she 
could  not,  and  probably  never  will  stand  or 
wal'k.  Her  countenance,  though  pale  from 
the  shock  she  had  received,  and  dejected 
with  grief,  appeared  complacent  and  smypu- 
thetic. 

I  inquired  of  her,  whether 'she  was  asleep 
wheri  she  sprang  from  the  window.  She  re- 
plied, "  No,  no  more  than  I  am  now."  M  k 
iris  her  what  was  the  cause  of  her  dc-in? 
such  a  frantic  act  as  that,  she  replied,  *4  They 
brought  me  away  with  two  of  my  children, 
and  would'nt  let  me  see  my  husband— they 
did'nt  sell  my  husband,  and  I  did'nt  want  to 
go  ;•  I  was  so  confused  and  'istracted,  that  I 
did'nt  know  hardly  what  I  was  about — but 
I  did'nt  want  to  go,  and  I  jumped  out  of 
the  window  ; — but  I  am  sorry  now  that  I  did 
it ;- — they  have  carried  my  children  off  with 
'em  to  Carolina."  I  was  informed'  that  the 
Slave  Trader,  who  had  purchased  her  near 
Bladensburgh,  (she  being  a  legal  slave,)gave 
her  to  the  landlord  as  a  compensation  for  ta- 
king care  of  her.  Thus  her  family  was  dis- 
persed from  north  to  south,  and  herself  near- 
ly torn  in  pieces,  without  the  shadow  of  a 
hope  of  ever   seeing  or  hearing  from  her 
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children  again  !  He  that  could  behold  this 
''  poor  woman"  (as  a  respectable  citizen  of 
Washington  afterwards  expressed  himself, 
on  requesting  of  her  landlord  the  privilege 
of  seeing  her,)  and  listen  to  her  unvarnished 
story;  and  then  delineate  it  with  his  pen, 
and  then  view  the  picture  from  his  own  hand, 
without  a  humid  eye,  I  will  confess  posses- 
ses a  stouter  heart  than  I  do. 
.  A  few  days  after  having  witnessed  this  af- 
flicting result  of  converting  human  life  itito 
an  article  of  merchandize,  an  old  free  yellow 
woman,  who  had  formerly  been  a  slave,  cal- 
led at  my  lodgings,  and  inquiring  for  me,' 
without  knowing  my  name,  entreated  me, 
with  many  sighs  and  sobs,  to  endeavor  to 
save  her  son,  and  ■'  all  the  child,  as  she  said, 
that  she  had  in  the  world"  from  being  trans- 
ported to  -the  southern  plantations ;  for 
which  purpose  she  said  he  had  just  been  sold 
bv  his  former  master  to  a  Carolina  slave  tra- 
der, I  called  on  the  trader  in  order  to  get 
the  terms  on  which  he  would  sell  the  young 

latto  man.  He  stated  that  he  gave  J&450 
;V,r  him;  and  that  as  he  had  had  the  trou- 
ble and  risk    of  seizing   him  alone,    in  the 

•.ksmith's  shop  where  he  worked,  and  ty- 
ing him  with  ropes,  and  as  he  would  be 
worth  more  than  $550,  where  he  inten- 
ded to  take  him,  he  should  ask  that  amount 
for  him.  Having  found  a  respectable  gen- 
tleman who  had  the  reputation   of  being  a 
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humane  master,  and  who  wished  to  purchase 
slaves,  (or  servants  as  he  called  them)  for  his 
plantation  in  one  of  the  western  states,  1  ne- 
gotiated a  contract  between  him  and  the  tra- 
der, with  the  approbation  of  the  youth  and 
his  parents,  b?  which  the  purchaser  gave  500 
dollars,  and  the  father  of  the  slave,  who  was 
a  free  born  mulatto  man,  gave  his  note  for 
the  fifty  dollars.  I  went  myself,  with  the 
trader,  to  the  United  States5  jail,  where  the 
slave  had  been  deposited  for  safe  keeping, 
and  saw  him  delivered  unfettered  to  his  new 
master,  who  soon  had  him  well  dressed  and 
mounted  upon  a  good  horse,  as  his  body  set- 
vant,  on  his  journey  home,  So  after  devo- 
ting several  days  thne  to  the  purpose,  I  felt 
sufficiently  rewarded, in  seeing  the  whole  fam- 
ily relieved  from  the  most  acute  agony,  and 
with  the  prospect  of  all  residing  together  on 
the  plantation  of  the  son's  master,  who  of- 
fered to  assist  the  parents  in  removing  10  it, 
and  find  them  employment  on  wages. 

The  sympathy  of  the  whole  American 
white  population,  (and  it  is  presumed  of  the 
black  also,  for  they  know  how  to  estimate 
such  matters  by  dear  experience,)  has  re- 
cently been  very  justly  excited  towards 
young  King  Prather,  and  his  l'  c onfus^d  and 
xhtracted"  mother  roaming  in  search  of  him, 
along  half  the  extent  of  the  coast  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  As  he  was  kidnapped  by  a  son 
of  Africa,  (though  not  for  the  detestable 
c  2 
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purpose  of  cupidity  or  enslavement,  but  for 
a  UidJer  to  his  own  liberty)  it  is  presumed 
if  Africa's  Genius  were  permitted  to  offer 
her  sentiments  on  the  subject  she  would 
pronounce  it  a  retort  courteous  apropos,  from 
Africa  to  her  sister  Columbia.  Selling 
slaves  to  strangers,  is  about  as  terrible  to 
them,  as  kidnapping  is  to  freemen. 

I  have  since  learned  many  recent  instan- 
ces of  the  tragical  consequences  of  the  usur- 
ped trade  in  the  souls  and  bodies  of  men.* — 

*  Extract  from  the  preamble  to  the  first  act  passed 
by  ii.e  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  gradual 
abolition  of  slavery  in  that  state. 

«'  It  is  not  for  us  to  inquire  why,  in  the  creation  of 
mankind,  tha  inhabitants  of  the  several  parts  of  the 
earth,  were  distinguished  by  a  difference  in  feature 
or  complexion.  It  is  sufficient  to  know,  that  a!!  arc 
the  work  of  an  Almighty  Band. 

"AND  WHEREAS,  the  condition  of  those 
Pif?on3  who  have  heretofore  been  denominated 
Negro  and  Mulatto  Slaves,  has  been  attended  with 
circumstances,  which  not  only  deprived  them  of  the 
common  blessings  that  they  were  by  nature  entitled 
to,  but  has  cast  ibem  into  th*  deepest  afflictions  by 
an  unnatural  separation  of  husband  and  wife  from 
each  other  and  from  their  children:—  an  injury  (be 
'•T^utness  of  which  tfati  only  br  conceived  by  suppo* 
sing  that  we  «ve>-e  In  the  same  unhappy  case." 

D  irwin,  who  m;iy  »vef!  be  styled  an  arch  connoiS' 
.srwr,  both  i'!  phvsiology  and  morals,  in  his  classifica- 
tion of  human  diseases,  includes  o'>e  which  he  de» 
nomin/rtH   i  Nostalgia"  and  thus  d  tines  it  : 

"  Nostrum ia,  An  unconqucraiife  desire  of  returning 
native  country,  frt  jnent  in   Jong  wy 
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I  have  been  informed  by  several  different 
persons  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  that  a 
woman  who  had  been  sold  in  Georgetown, 
for  the  southern  slave  market,  cut  her  own 
throat,  ineffectually,  while  on  the  way,  in  a 
hack,  to  the  same  depository  abovemention- 
ed  ;  and  that  on  the  road  to  Alexandria, 
she  completed  her  design  of  destroying  her 
life,  by  cutting  it  again  mortally.  A  state- 
ment was  published  in  the  Baltimore  Tele- 
graph a  few  months  ago;  that  a  female  slave 
who  had  been  sold  in  Maryland,  with  her 
child,  on  the  way  from  Bladensburgh  to 
Washington,    heroically  cut  the  throats  of 


which  the  patients  become  so  insane  as  to  throw 
themselves  into  the  sea,  mistaking* it  for  green  fields 
and  meadowy.  The  Swiss  are  said  to  be  particularly 
liable  to  this  disease,  and  when  taken  into  foreign 
service,  frequently  desert  from  this  cau^e,  and  espe- 
cially after  hearing  or  sinking  a  particular  tune, 
which  was  used  in  their  village  dances,  in  their  na- 
tive country,  on  which  account  their  playing  or  sing- 
ing^iiis  tune  was  punished  with  death.     Zwingerus, 

Bear  is  that  shed-to  which  his  soul  conforms* 
And  dear  thai  niii,  which  lifts  him  to  the    storms. 

Goldsmith.'" 
Eoonomia,  CI.  III.  1.  I.  6. 
The  late  indefatigable  Rush,  in  his  Inquiry  in'o  the 
Causes  of  the  Derangement  of  the  Human  Mind, 
slates,  that  the  slaves  imported  mio  the  West  Indies 
from  Africa,  frequently  bectVne  distracted,  when  ihiy 
are  about  to  commence  the  toils  of  perpetual  shivery, 
i  !  ihe  plantation?. 
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both  her  child  and  herself,  with  mortal  ef- 
fect. This  narrative  has  since  been  confirm- 
ed by  a  relative  of  the  person  who  sold 
them.  An  African  youth,  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  lately  cut  his  throat  almost 
mortally,  merely  from  the  apprehension,  as 
he  said  of  being  sold.  1  his  information 
was  obtained  from  several  respectable  citi- 
zens of  Philadelphia,  who  had  personal 
knowledge  of  the  fact.  America  is  the  pu- 
pil of  Africa  in  the  art  of  slavery,  and  our 
proficiency  in  the  brutalities  of  the  art,  has 
transcended  the  example  of  our  preceptors. 
"  I  was  told  that  a  Mandiugo  master  can  nei- 
ther deprive  his  slave  of  life,  nor  sell  him  to 
a  stranger,  without  first  calling  a  palaver  on 
his  conduct ;  or  in  other  words  bringing 
him  to  a  public  trial." — [Park's  Travels.] 

KIDNAPPING. 

Believing  the  facts  already  recited,  are  suf- 
ficient to  satisfy  every  eandid  reader,  of  the 
unreasonableness,  injustice,  and  inhumanity 
~f  the  prevailing  interior  slave  trade,  and  of 
the   necessity  of  legislative  control  ;  I  will 
now    commence   a   delineation    of  the   still H 
more  outrageous  and  abominable  practice  of  i 
seizing  and  selling  into    exile   men,  women,  i 
and  children  >    whose     freedom    and    moral \ 
rights,   are  guaranteed  by  our   national  and 
e    constitutions.      In   the    same    recess, 
with  that  mangled  woman,   while 
ting  her,  1  discovered  (without   having  ihei. 
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least  previous  intimation  or  even  suspicion 
pf  any  thing  of  the  kind,)  three  persons  of 
colour,  who  were  born  free,  and  had  been 
forcibly  seized  in  the  time  of  night,  bound 
and  transported  in  the  night,  out  of  their 
native  state  (Delaware)  and  sold  as  slaves 
for  life,  to  itinerant  Man- Dealers*  in  Mary- 
land; who  generally  range  themselves  along 
near  the  line  of  division  between  the  two 
states.  One  of  these  was  a  mulatto  man,  a- 
bout  21  years  of  age.  I  found  him  thor- 
oughly secured  in  irons.  His  arms  were 
manacled  with  strong  loops  round  his  wrists. 
resembling  a  clevis  connected  by  a  strong 
ironbolt.  On  the  shelf,  over  the  fire  place, 
lay  a  pair  of  heavy  rough  hobbles,  with 
which  he  said  his  legs  had  been  fettered  un- 
til a  short  time  previous,  but  were  then  se- 
cured by  a  pair  of  polished  gripes,  perhaps 
manufactured  for  the  purpose,  resembling 
the, patent  horse  fetters  with  locks,  connect- 
ed by  a  strong  new  tug  chain,  with  a  loose 
end  of  two  or  three  feet  in  length,  lying  upon 
the  floor. f     He  stated  that  a  journeyman  to 


*  To  those  speculators  in  human  fiesh,  who  pur- 
chase free  people  as  well  as  slaves,  without  discrimi- 
jnation,  I  must  now  apply  the  title  of  Man-Dealers, 
instead  of  SI  we  Traders. 

f  While  interrogating  him  about  the  manner  of  his 
being  seised  and  bound,  he  gave  his  chains  a  shake, 
by  moving  his  feet  on  the  floor,  and  with  vexation 
muttered,   "  When    the   devil  gets   'em  be'i!   chain 


0k 
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the  man  with  whom  he  resided,  and  to 
whom  he  had  been  bound  to  service  for  a 
term  of  years,  having  decoyed  him  into  the 
fields,  some  distance  from  the  house,  late  i'n 
the  evening,  on  pretence  of  hunting  oppos- 
sums,  two  strangers  rushed  upon  him  wiih 
ropes  in  their  hands,  and  with  the  assistance 
of  the  person*  just  mentioned,  bound  his 
hands,  and  led  him  with  a  pistol  hei 
s;de  of  him  (with  which  he  said  they  thre_  i- 
cned  to  shoot  him  if  he  made  any  alarm,)  15 
or  20  miles,  where  he  was  secreted  'till  the 
next  evening;  when  another  person  eame 
with  a  chaise  and  conveyed  him  to  a  tavern 
in    Maryland,   a  little   over  the  line  jf  from 


them?     "  No,  no,  said  J,  you  should'*)!  make   saeh 
speeches  bs  that,   perhaps  they   were   feroin     . 
such  things  and  don't  know  any  better.'*     tk  Weil 
said  he,  they  know  what's  r%h i. ,"     I  have   since  been 
assured  that  several   instances  of   black  man  stc. 
had  occured,  in  which  fathers,  sons,   brothers,   and  e- 
ven    wives  and   daughters,    were   promiscuously   er£ 
gagert. 

*  I  was  informed  on  my  arrival  in  the  neighbor- 
hood where  this  affair  was  transacted,  that  this  per- 
son, on  hearing  that  the  mulatto  man  had  been  inter- 
cepted at  Washington,  said  he  had  a  bad  pain  on  his 
mind,  and  believed  he  should  clear  out;  which  he  had 
done  accordingly. 

|  Tbo?.  Clarkson,in  hi;  History  of  (he  Abolition  of 
the  Slave  Trade,  states1'! hat  the  arrival  of  slave  si 
on  the  coasts  of  Africa,  was  the  uniform  signal  fort!: 
^mediate  commencement  of  wars  for  the  attainment  of 
prisoners  for  s&te    and  exportation  to    America  and' 
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whence  one  of  the  Man-Dealers,  (who  has 
since  been  advertised  as  a  man- stealer,  in  a 
different  case  )  brought  him  to  Washington 
in  manacles,  and  sold  hirn  to  another,  as  a 
slave  for  life.  He  said  his  Driver  over- 
hearing him  tell  a  coloured  woman  near  An- 
napolis, that  his  parents  (both  of  whom  are 


(he  West  Indies."  In  Maryland  and  Delaware,  the 
same  drama  is  now  performed  in  miniature.  The  ar- 
rival of  the  Man-Traffickers,  laden  with  cash,  at  their 
respective  stations,  near  the  coasts  of  a  great  Ameri- 
can water,  called  justly,  by  Mr.  Randolph  *'  amediter* 
ranean  sea,**  or  at  their  several  inland  posts,  near  the 
dividing  line  of  Maryland  and  Delaware,  (at  some  of 
which  they  have  grated  prisons  for  the  purpose)  is  the 
well  known  signal  for  the  professed  kidnappers,  like 
beasts  of  prey,  to  commence  their  nightly  invasions 
upon  the  fleecy  flocks ;  extending  their  ravages,  (gene- 
rally attended  with  blood-shed,  and  sometimes  mur- 
der,) and  spreading  terror  and  consternation  amongst 
both  freemen  and  slaves  throughout  the  sandy  regions, 
iVom  the  western  to  the  eastern  shores.  These  "two- 
tegged  featherless  animals,*''  or  human  bloodhounds, 
when  overtaken  (rarely)  by  the  messengers  of  law, 
are  generally  found  armed  with  instruments  of  death 
sometimes  with  pistols  with  latent  spring  daggers  at- 
tached to  them  !  Mr.  Cooper,  one  of  the  representa- 
tives to  congress  from  Delaware,  assured  me  that  he 
had  often  been  afraid  to  send. one  of  his  servants  out 
of  his  house  in  the  evening,  from  the  danger  of  their 
being  seized  by  kidnappers. 

While  at  Wilmington  (Del.)  I  accidentally  heard  a 

black  woman  telling    the  gate-keeper  of  the  bridge, 

that  she  had  set  out  to  go  to  Georgetown,  (Del.)  but 

was  returning  without  having  reached   it,  for  fear   of 

.  bsing  caught  on  the  road  by  the  kidnappers. 
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light  coloured  mulattoes)  were  free-born, 
threatened  to  shoot  him  if  he  should  catch 
him  talking  to  any  body  again,  about  his  be- 
ing free.  He  said  the  trader  did  strike  him 
en  the  head  with  his  fist,  after  his  arrival  at 
Washington,  for  telling  a  person  to  whom 
he  was  offered  for  sale,  that  he  was  lawfully 
free,  and  threatened  to  fleg  him  if  he  should 
fail  of  selling  him  in  the  city,  on  that  ac- 
count. He  also  stated,  that  another  boy,  a- 
bout  sixteen,  was  brought  off  with  him  at 
the  same  time,  and  sold  for  a  slave  in  Wash- 
ington, who  was  lawfully  free,  and  had  been 
sold  to  the  traders,  by  a  person  to  whom  the 
boy's  father  had  let  him  to  service. 

The  others  whom  I  found  in  the  same 
garret,  and  at  the  same  time,  were  a  young 
black  widow  woman,  with  an  infant  at  the 
breast,  both  of  whom  were  born  free.  Her. 
husband  had  died  but  a  few  days  previous 
to  her  seizure,  and  she  was  in  a  state  of 
pregnancy  at  the  time.  £he  stated  that  the 
man  in  whose  house  she  resided,  together 
wkh  his  brother,  and  three  other  persons, 
(two  of  whom  she  said  then  stood  indicted 
for  having  seized  and  carried  her  off  at  a 
former  time,)  came  into  the  room,  a  kitch- 
en, where  she  was  in  bed,  seized  and  drag- 
ged her  out  ; — fastened  a  noose  round  her 
neck  to  prevent  her  from  screaming,  and  at- 
tempted to  blindfold  her  which  she  resisted, 
with  such  violence,  that  she  prevented  them 
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From  succeeding.  She  said,  while  one  of 
them  was  endeavoring  to  fix  the  bandage  o- 
■ver  her  eyes,  that  she  seized  his  cheek  with 
her  teeth,  and  tore  a  piece  of  it  entirely  off, 
She  said  one  of  them  struck  her  head  seve- 
ral times  with  a  stick  of  wood,  from  the 
wounds  of  which  she  was  almost  covered 
with  blood.  She  showed  me  a  larsre  scar 
lipon  her  forehead,  occasioned  by  one  of  the 
blows,  which  a  gentleman  who  saw  her,  the 
day  previous  to  her  seizure,  has  since  in- 
formed me  was  not  there  before,  the  said 
while  she  was  struggling  against  them  and 
screaming,  the  man  in  whose  hou  se  she  liv- 
ed, bawled  out"  choke  the  d^ — — d  b h— 

don't  let  her  hallo—she'll  scare  n\}  wife!" 
Having  conquered  her  by  superior  force  she 
said  they  placed  her  with  the  child  in  a 
chaise,  (her  description  of  which,  with  the 
horse  and  the  driver,  who  was  one  of  the 
victors,  corresponds  precisely  with  that  giv^ 
en  by  the  mulatto  man,  of  the  carriage,  &c. 
b»  which  he  also  v.  as  conveved,)  and  refu- 
sing to  dress  herself,  three  of  thtm,  leav- 
ing the  two  who  belonged  to  the  house, 
carried  her  orF  in  the  condition  that  she  was 
dragged  from  bed,  to  a  certain  tavern  in  Mar 
ryland,  and  sold  *hem  both  to  the  Van-Dea- 
ler, who  brought  thtm  to  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, he  stated,  that  one  of  her  captors 
:\  ve  the  carriage,  a.d  held  the  rope  which 
w..  fixed  tc  ner  neck,  and  that  one  rode 
on  horseback.— Thatj   while  one 

H 
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of  them  was  negotiating  a  bargain  with  her 
purchaser,  he  asked  her  who  her  master  was  ; 
and,  replying  that  she  had  none;  her  seller 
beckoned  to  him  to  go  into  another  room, 
where  the  business  was  adjusted  without  troub- 
ling her  with  any  farther  inquiries.  She  sta- 
ted, that  her  purchaser  confessed,  while  on  the 
way  to  Annapolis,  that  he  believed  she  might 
have  had  some  claim  to  freedom,  and  intima- 
ted that  he  would  have  taken  her  back,  if  the 
man,  of  whom  he  bought  her,  had  not  ran  a- 
way ;  but  requested  her,  notwithstanding,  to 
say  nothing  to  any  body  about  her  being  free, 
which  she  refused  to  comply  with.  She  af- 
firmed, that  he  offered  her  for  sale  to  several 
persons,  who  refused  to  purchase,  on  account 
oj  her  asserting  that  she  was  free.  She  stated, 
that  her  purchaser  had  left  her  in  Washington, 
for  a  few  weeks,  and  gone  to  the  Eastern 
Shore,  in  search  of  more  black  people,  in  or- 
der to  make  up  a  drove  for  Georgia. 

These  tacts  clearly  exemplify  the  safety  with 
which  the  free  born  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States,  may  be  offered  for  sale  and  sold,  even 
in  the  Metropolis  of  Liberty,  as  oxen ;  even 
to  those  who  are  notified  of  the  fact,  and  are 
perhaps  convinced  of  it,  that  they  are  free. 

The  discovery  of  these  captlveSjbn  their  road 
to  the  dismal  gulph*  of  (perhaps)  interminav. 


*  I  was- informed  that  the  mulatto  man  was  probably 
destined  for  the  New-Orlean's  market,  not  very  far* 
distant  from  the  Gidph  of  Mexico ,  which  probably  cm- 
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ble  slavery  to  themselves,  and  their  multiply- 
ing progeny ;  in  this  very  accidental,  unless 
providential  manner,  filled  me  with  a  mixture 
of  astonishment,  compassion  and  joy.  With 
a  view  to  commence  immediate  legal  meas- 
ures, for  restoring  them  to  their  liberty,  I  took 
mv  pencil  and  noted  down  their  narratives  cir- 
cumstantiaKy. 

I  had  not  quite  finished,  before  the  purcha- 
ser of  the  mulatto  man,  came  into  the  room.— 
Ke  seemed  a  little  surprised  to  find  me  writing, 
but  made  no  inquiries  about  it,  and  having  ob- 
tained ail  the  information  that  I  wished,  I  con- 
tinued noting  it  down,  notwithstanding  his 
being  present,  until  my    memorandums  were 

,  completed  ;  when  I  left  him  in  the  room,  with- 
out having  had  any  conversation  with  him,  ex- 
cept answering  some  questions,  which  he  ask- 
ed me  relative  to  the  wounded  slave.  With- 
out hesitation,  I  commenced  a  suit  in  the  cir- 
cuit court  oi  the  United  States,  for   the  Dis- 

-  tract  of  Columbia,  for  the  restitution  of  their 
liberty.  The  first  attempt  to  secure  the  per- 
sons of  the  captives,  by  a  writ  of  habeas  cor- 
pus, was  ineffectual.  I  accompanied  the  dep- 
uty marshal  myself,  to  the  house  in  which  I 
found  them.  The  landlord  declared  that,  "if 
he  h2&  known  I  was  writing  so  long  in  the 
room  where  the  negroes  were,  he  should  have 


braces  more  personal  glaverj7,  including  its  neighbor- 
ing regions,  than  any  region  of  equal  extent  on  the 
globe. 
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been  very  angry  with  me  j  and  that,  if  I  had 
no  other  evidence  of  their  freedom,  but  their 
stories,  we  should  not  see  them."  He  said* 
he  believed  "Negroes  were  made  to  serve  the 
Whites,  and  that  they  had  no  more  sense  than 
horses."*  He  stated,  that  the  person  who  saw- 
m'e  writing,  suspected  some  difficulty,  and  had 
directed  him  to  concea!  the  Negroes,  and  that 
He  had  done  it.  He  told  me,  in  a  sneering 
manner,  that  if"  I  wished  totakethc  pint  of  the 
Negroes,  he  could  find  me  plenty  of  such  bu- 
siness. He  .informed  rne,  that  he  had  been  iri 
the  way  of  keeping. Negroes  for  the  Traders 
many  \ears,  and  took  better  care  of  them  than 
they  received  in  thejail.f 


*  Does  not  tins  confession  demonstrate  the  great 
propriety  with  which  the  flpcfd  slufery  might  be  sub- 
stituted in  lieu  of  the  word  vice,  in  Pope's  admirable 
stanza  ?  ihbs: 

Sljver:}  is  v!  monster  of  so  frightful  imeu, 
As  to  be   hated,  needs  bat  to  be  seen; 
Yet,  seen  too  of{?  familiar  \vith  Srer  face, 
We  first  endure—- then  pity- — -then  embrace." 

t  Ou  the  ensuing  day.haTing  persevere:!  in  endea\- 
or*  to  secure  the  captives,  the  son  of  this  landlord,  (to 
i  ■■  -«n  1  presume  manacles,  hand-cuffs, iron  man-fetters, 
hobbles,  &c.  are  as  fam'tiar  as  steel  traps  and  snares  Uy 
the  hunter  of  the  animal #  n/nichyield  Jur,)  expressed 
his  sympathy  for  the  ioss  of  the  purchaser  of  the  mu- 
latto man,  (v«ho  still  remained  in  bis  chains.)  should 
lie  he  *et  at  liberty.  I  asked  him  whether  he  consid- 
er* <i  it  wor-efor  the  trader  to  lose  a  few  hundred  dol- 
lars in  money,  than  for  the  mulatto  man  to  !>e  trans- 
ported to  a  strange  country,  and  be  deprived  of  his  lib- 
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Notwithstanding  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
was  returned  to  the  magistrate  unexecuted,  I 
still  persevered  and  obtained  a  process  of  in- 
junction, in  order  to  prevent  the  removal  of 
the  captives  from  the  District,  until  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session  of  the  court ;  by 
which  it  was  ascertained  that  they  still  remain- 
ed in  the  same  house.  A  second  writ  of  ha- 
beas corpus  having  been  issued  from  the  court 
while  sitting,  they  were  at  length  produced, 
which,  fortunately,  was  accomplished  on  the 
very  day  that  the  purchaser  of  the  woman  and 
child  left  Washington,  witha-coffieof  10  or 
12  coloured  persons,  with  whom  he  had  just 
returned  from  Maryland.*  The  court  having 
examined  them,  placed  them  in  safe  custody 
for  further  examination,  at  the  ensuing  sum- 


erty  for  life.  To  which  he  replied,  after  a  sfcort  pause, 
that  he  did  not  kntnv  as  there  was  much  difference  I  I 
assured  hira,  that  if  he  did  not,  I  wass&rry  for  him.— 
This  illustrates  the  invincible  force  of  morbid  educa- 
tion and  of  habit. 

*  By  information,  derived  from  distinct  and  corres- 
ponding sources,  a  tew  days  ai'ier  this  caravan  left 
Washington,  there  is  no  doubt  of  tne  fact,  that  it  con- 
tained, in  addition  to  the  slaves,  a  young  black  wo* 
man,  who  had  been  emancipated  in  Delaware,  a»rf 
was  sold  by  the  same  person  as  an  agent,  that  assisted 
in  seizing  and  sold  the  black  woman  and  child;  and 
also  a  legally  free  mulatto  man,  in  irons,  who  had  been- 
$otd  in  the  night  by  his  employe",  mar  Philadelphia, 
and  who  was  most  unmercifully  beaten  with  a  club, 
oa  the  night  previous  to  their  arrival  in  the  city,  for 
telling  a  person  he  1 
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mer  session,  so  that  time  could  be  had  for  pro- 
curing the  requisite  testimony  from  Delaware, 
For  defraying  the  expense  of  accomplishing 
this  purpose,  and  of  prosecuting  the  suits,  a 
subscription  was  drawn  up  by  Francis  T.  Key, 
esq.  who  volunteered  his  own  services  as  at- 
torney, gratis,  as  did  also  E.  B.  Caldwell, -esq. 
and  B.  L.  Lear,  esq.  The  subscription  was 
Commenced  by  general  Van  Ness  ;  the  heads 
of  the  executive  departments  of  the  govern- 
ment, with  but  rare  exception  ;  several  gentle- 
men of  the  senake  and  house  of  representatives, 
and  the  mayor  and  citizens  of  Washington 
generally,  (possessors  of  slaves  as  well  as  oth- 
ers,) to  whom  application  was  made,  joined  in 
the  contribution.  I  was  highly  gratified  to 
meet  with  this  practical  evidence,  that  the  dis- 
position to  extend  the  hand  of  relief  to  abused 
African  strangers,  is  not  at  the  present  period, 
by  any  means  confined  exclusively  to  the  lim- 
its of  a  solitary  religious  society.  Between 
one  and  two  hundred  dollars  having  been  col- 
lected,* I  proceeded  myself  to  the  state  of  Del- 
aware ;  and  having  travelled  from  VVilming- 
ro  Lewistown  and  Georgetown,  returned 
with  unequivocal  proof  of  the  legal  right  of 
the  captives  to  their  liberty,  which  was  accor- 
dingly restored  to  them  by  the  court  at  the  en- 
suing June  session. 

One  of  the  attornies  having  addressed  letters 


*  Additional  aid  was  also  givea    by  the  Abolitioa 
Society  at  W iimington. 
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tt>  several  respectable  citizens  of  Delaware, 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  information  res- 
pecting the  correctness  of  the  statements  of  the 
captives,  an  answer  was  received  relative  to 
the  female,  of  which  the  following  is  an  ex- 
tract :— 

"  "  Your  letter  of  the  30th  ult.  I  received  by 
yesterday's  mail,  and  am  happy  to  find  the  un- 
fortunate negro  woman  is  once  more  rescued 

from  the   fangs  of  the — s  and  others, 

as  vile  a  banditti  as  ever  were  permitted  to 'dis- 
turb the  peace  of  society.     The   statement  by 

* —  [the  woman]  is  no  doubt  true.     This 

poor  creature  was  rescued  from  the  — s 

some  time  last  winter,  and  seems  in  the  case 
which  occurred  then,  as  well  as  that  which  you 
relate,  to  have  been  saved  by  an  almost  mira- 
culous intervention.     The s  stand 

now  indicted  for  taking  her  off  last  winter. — 
Their  gang  is  numerous,  daring — full  of  mon^ 
ey,  &c." 

Understanding  that  several  of  the  persons 
concerned  in  the  cases  had  been  arrested,  and 
having  been  informed  by  one  of  the  represen 
tatives  to  congress,  from  Delaware,  that  the 
laws  of  that  state  inflict  corporeal  punishment 
for  offences  of  this  kind,  such  as  whipping, 
cropping  the  ears,  and  exposure  in  the  pillory, 
I  wrote  a  reply  to  the  above  letter,  of  v.h: 
the  following  js  an  extract: — 

"  Not  for  vengeance,  but  for  the  sake  of 
humanity,  I  hope  this  fell  banditti,  with 
which  the  free  (or  ought  to  be  frQC)  soil  of 
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America  is  polluted,  may  be  routed.  But, 
for  Heaven's  sake,  and  for  the  sake  of  their 
wives  and  children,  and  yor  my  sakc>  let  the 
wrath  of  justice  and  law  be  so  managed,  that 
their  animal  bodies  shall  not  be  tormented, 
in  consequence  of  my  exertions  to  arrest  the 
progress  of  their  outrageous  and  unpardon- 
able conduct,  equal  to  the  scratch  of  a  pin. 
Yet  I  cannot  help  charging  that  state  juris- 
prudence, which  permits  the  easy  repetition 
of  the  crimes  of  which  thej  have  been  guil- 
ty, with  being  exceedingly  defective.  It 
seems  to  me,  that  where  there  is  no  work- 
house in  a  state,  such  persons  should  be  lim- 
ited under  sufficient  securities  and  penalties, 
to  their  own  farms  or  some  prescribed  boun- 
daries ; — and,  in  case  they  transgress  these, 
to  be  declared  to  be  outlawed,  and  liable  to 
be  estimated  and  treated  no  other  than  as 
wolves  and  tygers,  to  which  they  have  al- 
ready assimilated  themselves  of  their  own 
accord." 

The  only  rational  end  of  punishmerft,  is 
the  reformation^  the  offender,  and  the  pre- 
vention of  crimes.  Lacerations  and  muti- 
"sations  of  the  human  frame,  exasperate  its 
r^cupant  to  the  highest  degree,  and  are  very 
likely  to  excite  an  obstinate  perseverance  in 
crimes,  by  way  of  retaliation  and  spite.  Im- 
prisonment, with  labor,  if  it  does  not  reform 
the  disturber  of  the  public  peace,  by  the  op- 
portunity of  reflection  and  salutary  instruc- 
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iion,    it  certainly   restrains  his  career  for  » 
specific  time,  effectually. 

The  satisfaction  of  beholding  the  yellow 
man,  and  the  black  woman,  with  her  two  fe- 
male infants,  (one  of  them  having  been  born 
bat  a  short  time  previous  to  their  release.) 
seated  in  the  stage,  under  the  care  of  one  of 
the  senators  of  the  legislature  of  Delaware, 
who  had  attended  the  court  as  a  witness  in 
behalf  of  the  woman  ;  afforded  me  a  rich  re 
ward  for  thus  having  performed  an  indispen- 
sable duty,  which  I  owed  to  their  Creator,  to 
them  as  their  neighbor,  to  the  principles  of 
our  social  and  political  system,  and  to  my- 
self. 

Soon  after  my  arrival  in  the  city  of  Phiia- 
delphia,  I  was  presented  with  the  following 
letter: — 

Respected  Friend, 

The  Acting  Committee  of  the  u  Penn^ 
sylvania  Society,  for  the  Abolition  of  Slave- 
ry, and  for  the  Relief  of  Free  Negroes  un- 
lawfully held  in  bondage,''  having  been  in 
formed  of  thy  being  in  this  city,  have  di- 
rected me  to  present  thee  their  thanks  for 
thy  benevolent  exertions  in  the  cause  of  the 
oppressed  Africans-^in  having  rescued  sev- 
eral free  persons  of  colour  from  slavery  in 
the  city  of  Washington.  It  gives  me  great 
pleasure  to  be  the  means  of  communicating 
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their  sentiments  of  thy  philanthropic   con 
duct. 

Thy  assured  Friend, 

THOMAS  SHIPLEY, 

Secretary  to  the  Acting  Committee- 
Philadelphia,  7  mo.  5th,    1816. 
Dr.  Jesse  Torrey,  Jun. 

[REPLY.] 

Philadelphia,  July  25th,  1816. 
Dear   Fir, 

The  consciousness  of  having  performed 
our  duty,  to  our  Great  Omnipresent  Parent, 
and  to  our  fellow  dependents  on  his  bounty, 
is  ofitselfa  sufficient  reward,  to  every  one 
who  estimates  as  he  ought,  the  pleasure  in- 
separable from  acts  of  benevolence.  The 
applause  of  practical  friends  of  justice  and 
humanity,  cannot  fail,  however,  of  being  ad- 
ditionally gratifying.  Inform  the  Acting 
Committee  of  the  "  Pennsylvania  Society 
for  promoting  the  Abolition  of  Slavery," 
&c.  that  1  have  received  with  gratitude,  and 
a  due  sense  of  its  value,  the  flittering  testi- 
monial of  their  approbation  of  my  conduct, 
which  they  have  authorised  you  to  present 
me. 

May  God   long    preserve  your  lives,  and 
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bless  the  cause  in  which  you  have   volun- 
teered your  labors. 

JESSE  TCRREY,  Ju*. 

Thomas    Shipley,  "> 

Sec'ry  of  Acting  Committee,  Sec.  3 

The  specimen  here  given  of  man-stealmg, 
forms  but  a  mere  speck  in  an  extensive  sys- 
tem of  this  nefarious  profession,  which  for 
many  \  ears  has  been,  and  continues  to  be 
pursued,  with  increasing  vigor  and  pecuni- 
ary profit,  in  all  the  middle  states.  Even 
trre  city  of  Philadelphia  is  not  exempt  from 
this  moral  pestilence. 

o  enumerate  all  the  horrid  and  aggrava- 
ting instances  of  men-stealing,  which  are 
known  to  have  occurred  in  the  state  of  Del- 
aware, within  the  recollection  of  many  of 
the  citizens  of  that  state,  would  require  a 
heavs  volume.  In  many  cases  whole  fam- 
ilies of  free  coloured  people  have  been  at- 
tacked in' the  ni^ht  beaten  nearly  to  death 
with  clubs,  gagged  and  bound,  and  dragged 
into  distant  and  hopeless  captivity  and  slave- 
ry, leaving  no  traces  behind,  except  the 
blood  from  their  wounds. 

During  the  last  winter,  since  the  seizure 
of  the  woman  and  infant,  as  related  above 
the  house  of  a  free  black  family  was  broken 
open,  and  its  defenceless  inhabitants  treated 
in  the  manner  just  mentioned,  except,  that 
the  mother  escaped  from  their  merciless 
grasp,  while  on  their  way  to  the  state  of 'Ala- 
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ryland.  The  plunderers,  of  whom  there 
were  nearly  half  a  dozen,  conveyed  their 
prey  upon  horses  ;  and  the  woman  being 
placed  on  one  of  the  horses, behind  improved 
an  opportunity,  as  they  were  passing  a 
house,  and  sprang  off :  and  not  daring  to 
pursue  her,  they  proceeded  on,  leaving  her 
youngest  child  a  little  fa%ther  along  by  the 
side  of  the  road  in  expectation,  it  is  suppo- 
sed that  its  cries  would  attract  the  mother  * 
but  she  prudently  waited  until  morning,  and 
recovered  it  again  in  safety, 

I  consider  myself  more  fully  warranted 
in  particularising  this  fact,  from  the  circum- 
stances of  having  been  at  New-Castle  at  the 
time  that  the  woman  was  brought  with  her 
child,  before  the  grand  jury,  for  examina- 
tion ;  and  of  having  seen  several  of  the  per- 
sons* against  whom  bills  of  indictment 
were  found,  on  the  charge  of  being  engaged 
in  the  perpetration  of  the  outrage  ;  and  also 
that  one  or  two  of  them  were  the  same  who 
were  accused  of  assisting  in  seizing  and 
carrying  off  the  woman  and  child  whom  I 
discovered  at  Washington.  The  ingenuity 
and  stratagems  employed  by  kidnappers,  in 
cting  their  designs,  are  such  as  to  prove., 
that  the  most  consummate  cunning  is  no  ev- 


*  Tvv^  or  three  of  these,  miserable  men,  have  since 
;  tj  the  ignominious  and    barbarous  punishment 
ing  and  cropping. 
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fdcnce  of  wisdom  or  moral  purity,  nor-incom- 
patible  with  the  most  co-  summate  villainy. 
A  monster,  in  human  shape,  was  detected 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  pursuing  the 
occupation  of  courting  and  marrying  mulat- 
to women,  and  selling  them  as  slaves.  In 
his  last  attempt  of  this  kind,  the  fact  having 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  African  pop- 
ulation of  thid  city,  a  mob  was  immediately 
collected,  and  he  was  only  saved  from  being 
torn  in  atoms,  by  being  deposited  in  the  ci- 
ty prison.  They  have  lately  invented  a  me- 
thod of  attaining  their  objects,  through  the 
instrumentality  of  the  laws  :  —  Having  selec- 
ted a  suitable  free  coloured  person,  to  make 
\  pitch  upon,  the  conjuring  kidnapper  em- 
ploys a  confederate,  to  ascertain  the  distin- 
guishing marks  of  his  body,  and  then  claims 
and  obtains  him  as  a  slave,  before  a  magis- 
trate, by  describing  those  marks,  and  prov- 
ing the  truth  of  his  assertions,  by  his  well-, 
instructed  accomplice. 

From  the  best  information  that  I  have  had 
opportunities  to  collect,  in  travelling  by  va- 
rious routes  through  the  states  of  Delaware 
and  Maryland,  and  from  statements  of  an  in- 
genuous trader  exclusively,  (as  I  believe,) 
in  lawful  slaves,  I  am  fully  convinced  that 
there  are,  at  this  time,  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  United  States,  several  thousands 
of  legally  free  people  of  colour,  toiling  un- 
der the  yoke  of  involuntary  servitude,  and 
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transmitting  the  same  fate  to  their  posterity  ! 
If  the  probability  of  this  fact  could  be  au- 
thenticated to  the  recognition  of  the  congress 
of  the  United  States,  it  is  presumed  that  its 
members,  as  agents  of  the  constitution,  and 
guardians  of  the  public  liberty,  would,  with- 
out hesitation,  devise  means  for  the  restora- 
tion of  those  unhappy  victims  of  violence 
and  avarice,  to  their  freedom  and  constitu- 
tional personal  rights.  This  is  a  work,  both 
from  its  nature  and  magnitude,  impracticable 
to  individuals  or  benevolent  societies  to  ac- 
complish ;  besides,  it  is  perfectly  a  national 
business,  and  claims  national  interference,  e- 
qually  with  the  captivity  of  our  sailors  in 
Algiers.  The  most  successful,  economical, 
politic,  and  just  method  of  effecting  this  ob- 
ject would,  perhaps,  be  to  institute  a  board 
of  commissioners,  with  authority  to  redeem 
every  individual  satisfactorily  ascertained  to 
be  legally  free,  at  a  fair  appraisal  of  the  com- 

m   value   of   a    similar    slave.     Inquiries 
mio-ht  be  made  in  those  districts  where  ma- 

ooloured  persons  are  known  to  have  been 
apped,  arid  all  possessors  of  slaves  might 
be  required  to  report  the  names,  ages,  and 
origin  of  their  possession,  of  all  the  colour- 
ed persons  in  their  custody,  under  legal  af- 
firmation, to  the  clerk  of  each  county,  to  be 
transmitted  by  them  to  some  department  de- 
signated for  the  purpose,  in  each  state.  The 
most  of  the  present  holders  of  these  st( h 
men,   probably  acquired  possession  of  them 
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as*  innocently  as  they  do  of  legal  slaves,  and 
an  attempt  by  coercion,  although  justifiable 
with  respect  to  the  captive,  would  render  the 
enterprize  abortive,  thro'  evasion,  and  proba- 
bly would  be  more  expensive  if  successful. 

It  is  my  impression,  that  the  introduction 
of  slaves  for  sale  into  almost  every  state  in 
the  union,  is  prohibited  by  specific  statutes, 
and  if  an  annual  inspection  and  registering 
of  all  slaves  were  enforced,  it  would  guaran- 
tee a  compliance  with  such  laws  in  a  most 
effectual  manner,  and  dissolve  the  man-hunt- 
ing fraternity  at  once* 

If  the  wisdom  of  the  state  or  general  gov- 
ernments, should  not  recommend  the  com- 
plete abolition  of  the  internal  as  well  as  ex- 
ternal slave  trade,  it  is  believed,  at  least, 
that  an  acquaintance  with  its  abuses,  will 
convince  them  of  the  necessity  of  so  regula- 
ting it,  as  to  confine  the  traffic  totally  to  le- 
gal slaves.  This  couM,  perhaps,  be  effectu- 
ally accomplished,  by  compelling  every  trav- 
elling-slave-trader,  to  report  his  slaves  to  a 
proper  magistrate,  in  every  township  or 
county  through  which  he  passes,  and"  to  pro- 
duce certificates,  from  some  magistrate  resi- 
ding near  the  place  in  which  they  were  pur- 
chased, of  their  being  legal  slaves  and  legal- 
ly sold  ;—  md  also  by  compelling  every  pur- 
chaser of  imported  slaves,  (by  land  or  sta,J 
to  register  them,  and  hie  similar  certificates, 
in  the  offices  of  the  respective  county  clerks. 
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These  provisions  ought  unquestionably  to 
be  enforced  by  the  National  Legisla- 
ture ;  for  the  jurisdiction  of  each  state,  be- 
ing limited  to  its  own  territory,  it  is  difficult 
for  any  other  power  but  that  of  Congress,  to 
detect  and  punish,  or  prevent  the  traitorous 
practice  of  smuggling  freemen  into  slavery. 
Whenever  our  white  people  are  impressed 
or  captured  in  this  manner,  by  foreign  civili- 
zed or  wild  savages,  the  energies  of  the  Re- 
public are  called  into  action,  and  they  are 
rescued  with  money,  or  by  fleets  and  armies. 
But  the  "  painted  hide*" 'of  the  unlucky  Af- 
rican is  a  death-shroud  to  his  natural  rights, 
and  hides  his  claims  to  human  sympathy  and 
consanguinity. 

The  act  of  depriving  a  free  man  of  his  lib- 
erty, being  a  violation  of  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  and  an  overt  attack  upon 
the  public  liberty,  ought  to  be  declared  trea- 
son of  some  sort  or  other,  and  punished  by 
a  reciprocity,  in  some  degree,  of  the  fate,  to 
which  the  conspirator  attempts  to  involve  his 
victim  ; — imprisonment  in  a  penitentiary,  or 
some  other  secure  place  of  industry  ;  where 
his  mind  might  at  the  .ame  time  be  improv- 
ed by  the  perusal  of  suitable  books. 

*  In  Cowper's  Expostulation  with  England,  alluding-  to  Cx- 
sar's  conquest,  he  says, 

"  He  found  thee  savage,  and  he  left  thee  tame. 
-  Taught  thee  to  clothe  thy  piuk'd  and  painted  hide.'* 
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SINCE  the  publication  of  the  first  edition  of  the 
preceding  work,  an  article  of  24  pages  has  appeared 
in  the  Analectie  Magazine  for  July  181 7,  on  Negro 
Slavery,  headed  with  the  title  pages  of  this  and  an 
English  work  on  West  India  Slavery,  "  not,  as  the 
Reviewer  says,  because  either  of  the  publications  o- 
pen  any  new  views,  or  disclose  many  new  facts,  on 
the  subject  to  whieh  they  relate,— but  because  they 
are  the  latest  American  and  English  treatises,  which 
pretend  to  develope  the  system  of  negro-slavery,  as  it 
exists  in  the  respective  dominions  cf  the  only  two 
Powers,  who  are  taking  measures  for  its  progressive 
amelioration  and  final  abolishment." 

Criticism,  regulated  by  candor,  justice,  truth  and 
sagacity,  is  not  unacceptable,  but  is  even  desirable  to 
the  writer  of  the  Portraiture  of  Slavery.  Such  criti- 
cism he  neither  defies  nor  disdains.  Neither  can  su- 
percilious, arrogant,  illiberal  and  contemptuous  criti- 
cism, vex  or  offend  him.  He  only  contends  for  justice, 
in  respect  to  the  sentiments  and  propositions  of  his 
work.  "  The  time  is"  come,  when  the  value  of  books 
is  estimated  by  men  of  understanding,  according  to 
their  tendency  "  to  do  good"  and  the  quantity  of  4t  use- 
ful inforvialion"  and  "good  sense"  winch  they  contain, 
without  much  regard  to  the  secondary  qualities  of  pe- 
dantic or  familiar  style. 

Notwithstanding  this  sleepy  Reviewer  discovered  no 
new  views  in  the  Portraiture  of  Slavery,  yet  he  ap- 
pears to  direct  his  labors,  with  the  eloquent  adroit- 
ness of  a  young  lawyer  (who  has  a  legal  *'  right  io  pub- 
lish books"  ex  officio,)  to  the  sepport  of  the  jeain  views 
of  that  work,  to  vrit : — that  slaves  are  erroneously  de- 
nominated property,  and  that  the  laws,  in  recognizing 
them  as  such,  participate  in  the  usurpation  and  vio* 
'  knee,  from  which  the  claims  of  their  present  masters 
are  derived  :~ :hr,t  they  ought  to  be  educated  a  u\  re- 
stored to  their  rights  as  fast  S3  they  become  - 
i  2 
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to  enjoy  Ihern  ; — that  Lancaster's  System  of  ic- 
stfuetion,  is  well  calculated  for  this  purpose  ; — that 
slaves  ought  to  be  changed  into  tenants  or  hired  ser- 
vants, and  masters  into  Guardians ;— that  simultaneous 

i«>ation  would  be  imprudent ; — that  the  private 
interests  of  masters  ought  not  to  be  infringed  ; — and 
that  the  slaves  should  be  induced  to  labor  by  substilu« 
ting  kindness  and  premiums,  in  place  of  passion  and 
whips ;  but  that  the  government  should  preserve  a 
civil  guardianship  over  them,  until  their  total  release 
should  be  found  consistent  with  the  public  tranquility, 
and  that  Congress  ought  to  provide  for  these  salutary 
ameliorations. 

With  a  view  to  enable  the  reader  to  determine  for 
himself,  the  similarity  of  our  views,  whether  new  or 
not,  it  is  considered  proper  to  introduce  the  remarks 
oftfye  Reviewer,  wherever  his  views  correspond  with 
those  of  the  first  edition  of  the  foregoing  treatise. 

"  There  is  no  end  to  the  number  of  pamphlets,  which 
the  discussion  has  called  forth,  in  Great  Britain; 
where,  owing  chiefly  to  a  corporation  of -active  phi- 
lanthropists, the  question  has,  more  constantly  than 
anywhere  else,  been  kept  before  the  eyes  of  the  pub- 
lic.    For  more  than  twenty   years,  it   has  alternately 

•ed  the  tongues  and  the  pens  of  her  ablest  spea- 
kers and  writers;  and,  on  no  subject,  perhaps,  has  el- 

je  and  logic  together  displayed  their  powers  to 
snore  advantage,  or  with  greater  success.  We  have 
Ihe  presumption  to  think,  nevertheless,  that  neither 
these  speakers,  nor  these  writers,  have  gone  rightly  to 
work  in  the  discussion;  and  we  shall  attempt  to  show 
uefore  we  get  through  this  article,  that  unless  they 
si  ike  info  a  different  course,  from  that  which  they 
frave  heretofore  pursued,  they  will  not'  be  able,  con- 
sistently with  the  established  laws  of  the  land,  to  go 

ep  farth<  r,  in  the  great  work  of  abolishing  ne~ 
£ro  slavery.     It  has  all  along  been  taken   for  granted, 

ii  sides  of  the  question,  that  negrae,s  can  be  law- 
held  in  bondage;  and  that,  in  truth    ( 
much  the  property  of  their   m 

Decbi 
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dantly  infornvus,  to  be  sure,  that  Africans  are  human 
being;?  and  must,  therefore,  be  intitled  to  the  rights  of 
man;  but  such  vague  sort  of  reasoning  seldom  produ- 
ces the  requisite  conviction, — and  is,  indeed,  most  ef- 
fectually counteracted,  by  the  constant  recurrence  of 
expressions,  which  involve  an  admission  of  the  con- 
trary. We  have  never  *een  it  plainly  denied,  that  a 
planter  has  any  right,  either  in  reason,  or  in  law,  to 
the  beings,  whom  he  calls  his  slaves;  or,  that,  in  oth- 
er words,  he  can  legally  claim  a  property  of  any  kind, 
either  in  their  persons,  "or  in  their  services.  This, 
however,  we  undertake  to  deny,  and  shall  undertake 
to  disprove.  Nay  more— we  will  undertake  to  show, 
that  the  promulgation  of  such  a  doctrine  need  not  be 
attended  with  the  slightest  danger  to  any  of  the  par- 
ties, whose  interest  it  seems  so  immediately  to  jeopar- 
dize." 

[See  page  9  and  20,  1st  Edition,  or  page  9  and  26,  2d.  Ed.] 

"Bat  oxen  and  horses,  we  must  repeat  it,  are  no  way 
analogous  to  human  creatures.  The  great  criterion  of 
property,  is,  that  it  maybe  bought  and  sold ;  to  be 
capable  of  sale  and  purchase,  a  thing  must  be  estima- 
ble in  current  money  ;  and,  as  we  3atter  ourselves  to 
have  shown,  that,  according  to  the  spirit  and  reason, 
not  only  of  English  law, — but  of  all  law,— no  human 
being  can  be  thus  estimated,  or  have  a  price,  in  other 
words— no  human  being,  therefore,  can  possess  that 
circumstance  which  alone  constitutes  the  foundation 
of  property.      Every  man  must  here  judge  for  himself." 

[See  page  20,  39  and  60,  1st  Ed.  or  26  and  41,  2d  Ed.] 

"The  general  good  must  be  our  guide,  in  this,  as  well 
as  in  all  other  cases;  and,  when  we  speak  of  the  gen- 
eral good,  we  include  the  blacks,  as  well  as  the  whites. 
We  believe  no  ph;lanthropist  has  the  madness  to  pre- 
tend, that  a  simultaneous  liberation  of  the  negroes  in 
any  place,  where  their  numbers  are  equal  or  superior 
to  those  of  the  white  men,  would  not,  almost  inevita- 
bly, induce  the  mutual  destruction    of  both  parties 

When  a  man  has  not  reason  enough  to  kno'.v  What  Ms 
rights  ure,  or  €t   ss^oknt   sense  of  dutv    to  exerc 
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them,  without  abuse,  the  law  takes  those  rights  in  kee- 
ping, till  he  has;  and  Congress,  or  Pafliament,  have 
just  the  same  reason  to  hold  negroes  under  restraint, 
as  courts  of  justice  have,  to  prevent  madmen  from  go- 
ing abroad,  or  to  throw  criminals  into  prison.  AH 
we  ask  for  the  African,  is,  therefore,  that  he  shall  no 
longer  bt  considered  as  a  slave  ;  that,  on  the  contra- 
ry, he  is  entitled  to  the  same  rights  as  other  men;  that 
he  should  be  put  in  the  way  of  understanding  those 
rights;  and  that  he  should  have  possession  of  them, 
as  fast  as  he  understands  them.  There  must  be  a  be- 
ginning; and,  unless  we  begin  by  denying  the  legal 
existence  of  slavery,  masters  will  still  consider  ne- 
groes as  their  property,  and  resist  all  attempts  to  shake 
the  security  of  their  tenure.  Our  object  is  not  to  de- 
prive the  master  of  his  slave's  services;  but  to  make 
jihose  services  voluntary,  which  are  now  compulsive." 
[See  page  18,19  &  «1,  1st  Ed.  or  23,  24,  25-8c  45,  2d  Ed.] 
"  Is  it.  the  cartwbip  that  makes  some  negroes  '  earn 
considerable  sums  of  monsy,  by  making  tables,  chairs, 
bedsteads,'  <fcc.?  Must  we  still  be  told,  that  it  ie  neces- 
sary to  flog  negroes  into  industry,  when,  with  only  one 
day  in  the  seven  for  work,  they  not  only  raise  abun- 
dance of  provisions  For  themselves, — but  supply,  in  a 
great  measure,  the  shipping,  the  towns,  and  the  less 
productive  quarters  of  the  islands  ?  And  can  we  any- 
where find  a  more  satisfactory  confirmation  of  what 
Dr.  Smith  so  long  ago  proved  to  be  the  fact,  with  res- 
pect to  free  labourers,and  slaves, — that  the  former  will 
produce  much  more  than  the  latter ;  and  that,  on  ev- 
ery account,  a  free  servant  is  cheaper  than  a  bond 
one?4"  "  And  we  have  no  doubt  ourselves,  that  some 
system  might  be  devised,  which,  while  it  should  not  at 
all  endanger  the  interests  of  the  master,  would  never- 
theless insure  the  ultimate  freedom  of  the  glave." 
[See  page  19,  30  and  61,  1st  Edition,  or  25  and  45,  2d  Ed.] 

"  The  subject,  we  are  persuaded,  must  be  taken  into 
e*  hands;  &&&  the  only  hands  adequate  to 

*  Wealth  of:  8. 
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are  those  of  Congress  and  Parliament.  But  there 
should  be  no  precipitancy  in  the  business.  The  real 
interests  oftfeje  planters  should  not  be  iufringed  upon; 
and  they  ought  to  Raveal  fail  and  fair  hearing  before 
the  subject  be  meddled  with  at  all.  Tiie  ooject  we 
have  in  view,  is,  as  we  said  before,  not  to  deprive  plan- 
ters of  the  negro*  services;  burf  to  make  those  servi- 
ces voluntary  — to  'Mcnffiure  slaves  into  tenants,  and 
rcftsicr-e  into  guardians.  We  wish  the  negroes  to  be 
considered  as  worthy  of  their  hire;  and  we  haste  no 
doubt,  that,  by  adopting  C-brislop-he's  idan  of  gi|3ug 
them  a  portion  of  the  gross  produce,  they  might  be 
influenced  to  work  quite  as  laboriously  as  they  now 
do.  Eves  if  the  present  generation  could  not  so  much 
change  their  habits,  as  to  labor  from  any  other  motive 
than  compulsory  punishment,  the  one  which  is  to  suc- 
ceed might  be  prepared  to  do  i^.  It  is  hard  to  teach 
eld  ideas  Iigw  to  shoot ;  but  we  may  give  almost  any 
direction  to  young  ones.  We  cannot  pretend  to  give 
a  detailed  scheme  for  the  undertaking,-  but  we  do  not 
see  why  the  introduction  of  Lancaster's  system,  would 
not  accomplish  a  great  part  of  the  good,  which  we  wisfc 
to  do- the  negroes.  Jtis  certainly  necessary,  that  they 
should  understand  the  rights,  which  we  would  nut  into 
their  hands;  and  it  is  quite  as  certain,  in  our  own  way 
of  thinking,  that  the  object  might  be  accomplished, 
"without  jeopardizing  the  interests  of  their  preseu*:  mas- 
ters. We  are  satisfied,  at  all  events,  that  the  first 
step,  in  zny  system,  must  he  that  of  denying,  that 
the  negroes  are  lawfully  held  in  their  present  condi- 
tion." 

[See  page  19,  21  and  58,  1st.  Ed.  or  24,  27  and  45,  2d  Ed.] 

*'  It  is  not  to  be  disputed,  that  our  own  country  set 
the  world  the  example,  not  only  in  discussing  the 
question  of  the  slave-trade* — but  in  putting  a  stop  to 
its  prosecution.  Here,  however,  our  labors  termina- 
ted; and,  though  there  are  in  the  United  States,  more 

*  See  our  Number  for   May,  p.   382 — and  the  Memoirs  of 
Anthony  Bsnezet,  Philadelphia,  1817. 
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than  three  times  as  m  irty  slaves,  as  in  the  British  West 
Indies;  yet  the  people  of  this  country  have,  inverse- 
ly, been  thrice  as  neglectful  of  their  lot.  as  I  he  people 
of  England.  A  coalition  of  able  and  influential  men. 
in  that  country,  have  contrived,  by  means  of  exten- 
sive private  correspondence,  and  by  the  assiduity, 
with  which  they  have  kept  the  subject  in  discussion, 
to  draw  before  the  public  a  complete  deveiopement  of 
all  the  facts,  relative  to  the  system  of  \V*st  Indian 
slavery.  It  is  to  England,  therefore,  that  we  look 
for  the  first  adoplioa  of  some  wise  plan  to  ameliorate 
that  sysiern.  Little  will  probably  be  done,  in  this 
country  ;  though  even  here,  the  subject  is  by  no  means 
entirety  'neglected.  We -ought,  indeed,  to  set  the  ex- 
ample. Our  slaves  afe  not  only  more  numerous — but 
more  fecund,  than  those  in  the  British  colonies;  and, 
it  measures  are  not  stirnesio  put  them  in  the 

way  of  peaceable  emancipation,  it  cannot  be  many;' 
centm-ies  before  they  wiM  emancipate  themselves— - 
with  what  sort  of  moderation,  we  need  net  describe. 
In  Maryland,  for  instance,  between  the  times  of  our 
first  md  census,  the  whites  increased    about  5 

01 1  t  —the  blacks,  14  per  cent.  ;  in  Virginia, 

the  per  cent.— the  blacks,    15  2-15  per 

the  whites,  1 1  7- 10  percent. 
the-.  cent. ;'  in  South  Carolina,       E 

sent. — the  blacks,  34  1-2  percent.;* 
in  all  these  states,  the  increase  of  the  blacks  to 

tes  was  as  24  158-335  to  9    I- 1 2.  not  far  from 
1,     'Qua  base  snectant'  ?"  [How  do  these  things 
took?] 
[See  page  12  snd  18,  1st.  Ed.  or  13  and*  2.°?,  2d  Ed.] 

'enying  the  legality  of  slavery, it  will  be  percei- 
ved that  the  ground  of  argument,  is  taken  in  an  ab- 
stract view.  Nobody  can  deny  that  the  laws  of  the 
African  and  American  continents  and  islands 
tolerate  slavery.  But  no  one  can  ^eny  that  these 
laws  usurp  and  violate  the  natural    rights  of  man,  and 

*  We  have  not  included  Georgia,  be-  was   pernvi- 

ted  to  import  ilaves  till  1808. 
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the  laws  of  England  and  of  the  civiliwd  world,  and 
that  they  are  consequently  illegal,  unjust  and  inde- 
fensible. 

The  editor  of  the  Analectic  Magazine  undertakes 
to  ridicule  '  Dr.  TorreyV  appeal  to  American  magna- 
nimity to 

Cease  to  adore  rude  Guinea's  Laws, 

&nd  soon  afterwards  introduces  the  following  passage 
from  President  Montesquieu,  adopted  by  judge  Bl .ck- 
stone,  as  a  portion  of  English  law,  which  illustrates 
the  propriety  of  that  appeal,  and  completely  confirms 
one  of  Dr.  TorreyV  most  prominent  theorems,  (pa. 
39  and  61  first  ed.  or  41  and  45  present  edition,)  that 
our  laws  in  favor  of  slavery,  are  repugnant  to  all  laws 
Divine  and  human,  except  those  of  Cannibals  and 
savages. 

"  The  three  origins  of  slavery,  assigned  by  Justinian, 
fc(says  he,)  are  all  of  them  built  upoa  false  foundations. 
As,  first,  slavery  is  held  to  arise  jure  gentium,  from  a 
state  of  captivity  i&  war ;  whence  slaves  are  called 
mancipia,  quasi  manu  capti.  The  conqueror,  say  the 
civilians,  had  a  right  to  the  life  of  his  captive;  and, 
having  spared  that,  has  a  right  to  deal  with  him  &  he 
pleases.  But  it  is  an  untrue  position,  when  taken 
generally,  that  by  the  law  of  nature  or  nations,  a 
man  may  kill  his  enemy  :  he  has  only  a  ri&ljt  to  kill 
him,  in  particular  cases ;  in  cases  of  absolute,  necessi- 
ty,* tor  self-defence;  and  it  is  plain  ihi?  absolute  ne- 
cessity did  not  subsist,  since  ths  victor  did  not  actual- 
ly kilt  him.  War  is  justifiable  only  on  principles  of 
self-preservation  {  and  therefore  it  gives  no  other 
right  o^er  prisoners  but  merely  to  disable  them  from 
doing  harm  to  us.  by  confining  their  persons  i  a 
less  can  it  give  a  right  to  ki!i>  tdrjme,  abuse,  plunder, 
or  even  to  enslave,  an  enemy,  when  the  \. ■■■.:  :»  <  >:■-?. 
Since  therefore  the  right  o£  making  slavesj^  captivi- 

*  '  All  nations  (n  few  Cannibals  exeepled,  a  striking  fact 
adduced  by  Montesquieu)  concur  in  clete^ung-  tLe  murdering- 
of  prisoners  in  cold  blood  '    3.  xv.  c.  2. 
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ty  depends  on  a  supposed  right  of  slaughter,  that  foun- 
dation failing,  the  consequence  drawn  from  itrnust 
fail  likewise.  But,  secondly,  it  is  said  Hint  slavery 
may  begin  jttre  ctvih;  when  one  ma u  sells  himself  to 
another.  This,  if  only  meant  of  contracts  to  serve  or 
work  for  another,  is  very  just:  but  when  applied  to 
strict  slavery,  (in  a  sen^e  of  the  laws  of  old  Rome  or 
modern  Barbary ,  or  '  at  present  in  our \  colonies*  adds 
Montesquieu,  vt  sup.)  is  impossible.  Every  sale  im- 
plies a  price,  a  quid  pro  quo ,  an  equivalent  given  to 
the  seller  in  lieu  of  what  he  transfers  to  the  buyer  : 
but  what  equivalent  can  he  give  for  life,  and  liberty 4 
both  of  which  (in  absolute  slavery)  are  held  to  be  in 
the  master's  disposal  ?  I  is  property  also,  the  very 
price  she  scorns  to  receive  devolves  ipso  facto  to  his 
master,  the  instant  he  >;  fries  Vis  slave.  In  this 
case  therefore  ihe  uyei  gh  es  n  thing,  and  the  seller 
receives  nothing:  ol  whajl  vm  ti'dy  then-  can  a  sale 
be,  which  destroys  the  very  principle  upon  whichf 
sales  are  founded  ?  Lastly,  we  are  told,  thfit  besides 
these  tv>,o  was-  by  w«i<  h  slaves  jiunt^  or  are  acquir- 
ed, they  may  1  o  i  e  hereditary  :  srrvi  na  ainiur ;  the 
children  of  acquired  staves  jure  nalura.  by  a  neg. 
ative  kirn' of  i'irth;,f->  jt.  slaves  also.  But  this,  being 
built  on  the  two  former  rights,  must  fail  'op-  Lher  with 
them.  If  neither  captivity,  nor  the  s.-l«  ol"  one's  -elf, 
can  by  the  law  of  hatitre  and  re&son  reduce  the  parent 
of  slavery,  much  less  can  -bey  reduce  the  offspring," 

A  WARNING   TO  COLUMBIA. 

FROM    BARLOWS     COl  CMBIAD. 

"  Ah  !   would  ycu  not  be  slaves,  with  I  fcds  and  kings, 
n  be  nut  masters  ;  there  the  dSfcger  sprii  ■ 
The  whole  crude  system  that  torments  tins  earth, 
Of  rank,  privation,  privilt  j>e  of  birth, 
False  honor,  fraud,  corruption,  civil  jars', 
L'he  rage  of  conquest  and  the  curse  of  wars, 
Pandora's  total  shower,  all  ills  comb^'d, 
That  erst  o'erwhelm'd  and  still  digress  mankind, 
Box*d  up  secure  in  y:mr  deliberate  band, 
Wait  your  behest,  to  fix  or  fly  this  land." 

FINIS. 
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